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NOTE. 

The  following  facts  are  given  to  explain  some  local  allusions  in  the  succeed- 
ing pages. 

What  is  now  the  town  of  Franklin,  was  originally  the  "  second  precinct  in 
Wrentham."  It  was  incorporated  as  a  separate  town  in  1778.  Its  name  was 
selected  in  honor  of  Dr.  Franklin,  who  acknowledged  the  fact  by  "  a  hand- 
some donation  of  books  for  the  use  of  the  Parish."  The  church  was  formed 
from  that  in  "the  eastern  precinct,"  and  organized  16  Feb.,  1738.  No  other 
church  has  ever  been  gathered  within  the  limits  of  the  town. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  its  Pastors,  with  the  dates  of  their  settlement :  — 
Kev.  Elias  Haven,  ordained  8  Nov.,  1738. 
"    Caleb  Barnum,  4  June,  1760. 
"    Nathaniel  Emmons,  D.D.,  21  April,  1773. 
"    Elam  Smalley,  D.D.,  17,  June,  1829. 
"    Tertius  D.  South  worth,  installed  23  Jan.,  1839. 
"    Samuel  Hunt,  installed  4  Dec,  1850. 
It  may  also  add  to  the  interest  of  the  reader,  as  it  did  to  that  of  the  installa- 
tion services,  to  know  that  the  authors  of  the  "  parts  "  here  published,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Sermon,  are  natives  of  Franklin.    The  author  of  the  Sermon 
was  the  son-in-law  of  the  late  Dr.  Emmons. 


SERMON. 


FOR  I  WILL  SHOW  HIM  HOW  GREAT  THINGS  HE  MUST  SUFFER  FOR  MY  NAME'S  SAKE.  —  ACrS,  IX  :  16. 

As  Saul  was  on  his  way  to  Damascus,  with  letters  from  the 
High  Priest,  authorizing  him  to  seize  and  bring  bound  to  Jerusalem, 
every  believer  in  Christ  whom  he  might  find,  he  was  suddenly  sur- 
prised with  a  light  which  shined  about  him  from  heaven.  He 
immediately  "  fell  to  the  earth,  and  heard  a  voice  saying  unto  him, 
Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  me  ?  And  he  said,  Who  art  thou, 
Lord  ?  And  the  Lord  said,  I  am  Jesus  whom  thou  persecutest. 
It  is  hard  to  kick  against  the  pricks.  And  he  trembling  and 
astonished  said,  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  And  the 
Lord  said  unto  him,  Arise  and  go  into  the  city,  and  it  shall  be  told 
thee  what  thou  must  do."  At  the  same  time,  the  Lord  directed 
Ananias,  a  disciple  of  his,  to  go  to  the  place  where  Paul  had  taken 
lodgings,  and  give  him  the  information  which  he  needed.  But 
Ananias  was  afraid  of  him,  and  said  unto  the  Lord,  "  I  have  heard 
by  many  of  this  man,  how  much  evil  he  hath  done  to  thy  saints  at 
Jerusalem ;  and  here  he  hath  authority  to  bind  all  that  call  on  thy 
name.  But  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  Go  thy  way ;  for  he  is  a 
chosen  vessel  unto  me,  to  bear  my  name  before  the  Gentiles,  and 
kings,  and  the  children  of  Israel ;  for  I  will  show  him  how  great 
things  he  must  suffer  for  my  name's  sake."  Here  is  a  plain  intima- 
tion, not  only  that  Paul  should  be  a  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  but 
that  he  should  be  subjected  to  great  suffering  for  his  sake.  "  I  will 
show  him' how  great  things  he  must  suffer  for  my  name's  sake."  It 
appears  from  this  prediction  to  have  been  as  really  the  purpose  of 
God  that  Paul  should  pass  through  distinguished  suffering  on 
Christ's  account,  as  it  was  that  he  should  be  a  distinguished  preacher 
of  the  faith  which  he  once  destroyed. 
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It  is  a  truth  generally  acknowleded,  and  to  some  extent  consid- 
ered, that  God  raises  up  and  qualifies  men  with  a  design  to  employ 
them  in  the  work  of  the  ministry.  But  it  is  not  so  generally  con- 
sidered that  he  designs  they  shall  endure  great  suffering  in  this 
work.  There  are  many  who  think  their  work  only  is  designed  ; 
their  sufferings  are  merely  incidental.  But  from  the  text  we  are 
taught  that  God  designs  that  faithful  ministers  of  Christ  shall  suffer 
peculiar  trials  for  his  sake.  This  is  the  truth  to  which  I  now  invite 
your  serious  attention.  I  do  not  mean  that  every  minister,  who  is 
faithful  in  the  service  of  Christ,  suffers  the  same  itrials  which  the 
apostle  Paul  endured,  or  any  that  are  equal  to  his.  But  I  do 
mean  to  say,  that  the  ministers  of  Christ  do  now,  and  God  means 
they  shall  continue,  to  suffer  peculiar  trials  for  his  sake.  To  illus- 
trate this  subject  clearly,  I  shall, 

I.  Mention  some  of  the  trials  which  faithful  ministers  suffer  for 
his  sake. 

II.  Show  that  these  trials  are  in  accordance  with  God's  purpose 
or  design. 

III.  Inquire  why  he  designs  that  they  shall  suffer  these  trials  for 
his  sake. 

If  any  one  is  at  a  loss  to  know  what  is  meant  by  their  suffering 
for  Christ's  sake,  I  would  just  say,  it  is  suffering  on  his  account,  or 
because  they  are  his  friends,  and  engaged  in  the  defence  of  his 
cause.  The  sufferings  which  they  endure  for  his  sake,  are  such  as 
they  would  not  endure,  if  they  made  no  pretensions  of  friendship  to 
him  and  no  efforts  to  sustain  his  kingdom  in  the  world. 

That  ministers  of  Christ  who  are  faithful  in  his  service  do  suffer 
peculiar  trials  on  this  account  must  be  evident  to  every  one  who 
considers  the  following  facts  : 

1.  Their  labors  are  intensely  severe.  To  prepare  two  good 
sermons  a  week,  is,  of  itself,  a  labor  which  few  constitutions  are 
able,  for  any  length  of  time,  to  sustain.  To  fix  the  mind  upon  an 
appropriate  subject, —  to  become  familiarly  acquainted  with  it  in 
all  its  practical  bearings,  —  to  arrange  one's  thoughts  upon  it  in  a 
lucid  order,  and  to  commit  these  thoughts  to  writing  in  a  style 
becoming  the  pulpit,  is  no  easy  task  for  any  man.  To  do  this  once, 
twice,  or  three  times  in  a  week,  year  after  year,  is  a  tax  upon  the 
intellect  and  strength  of  a  man,  of  no  ordinary  magnitude.  Besides 
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this,  every  settled  minister  has  the  sick  to  visit,  funerals  to  attend, 
lectures  to  preach,  schools  to  visit,  marriages  to  solemnize,  prayer- 
meetings,  church-meetings,  religious  conferences,  Bible-classes,  and 
Sabbath  Schools  to  attend.  He  is  also  frequently  called  abroad  to 
Ordinations,  Dedications,  Associations,  Missionary-meetings,  and  to 
councils  for  the  dismission  of  ministers,  and  the  settlement  of  diffi- 
culties in  sister  churches.  These  meetings  often  require  not  only 
the  time  and  labor  necessarily  consumed  in  their  actual  attendance, 
but  that  which  is  devoted  to  preparation  for  them.  It  is  also  the 
duty  of  a  minister  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  his  flock,  —  to 
visit  them  as  he  has  opportunity,  from  house  to  house,  carefully  to 
consider  the  spiritual  wants  of  those  committed  to  his  charge, — 
and  to  adapt  his  conversation  in  his  social  intercourse,  and  his 
preaching  on  the  Sabbath,  to  their  various  circumstances.  In  order 
to  be  prepared  for  the  duties  to  which  he  is  called  from  time  to 
time,  among  his  people  and  abroad,  he  must  give  himself  to  reading 
and  study.  He  cannot  long  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  repu- 
tably to  himself,  or  beneficially  to  his  people,  unless  he  does  this. 

The  small  stock  of  knowledge  which  he  has  acquired  in  his  pre- 
paratory course  will  soon  be  expended,  unless  replenished  by  new 
acquisitions,  from  day  to  day.  His  studies  with  a  view  to  occasions 
of  so  much  importance  and  responsibility,  and  pursued  amidst  so 
many  arduous  duties  at  home  and  abroad,  necessarily  exhaust  his 
strength  and  drink  up  his  spirits.  He  sees  more  to  be  done  in  his 
study  every  week,  than  he  could  do  if  his  whole  time  were  expended 
in  it.  And  yet  he  is  able  to  devote  but  a  small  part  of  his  time  to 
study.  He  sees  more  that  ought  to  be  done  among  his  people  every 
week  than  he  could  do,  if  it  were  not  necessary  to  be  in  his  study 
at  all.  And  yet  he  can  be  among  them  but  a  small  proportion  of 
his  time.  Frequently  he  has  more  calls  from  abroad  than  he  could 
meet,  if  he  had  nothing  to  do  at  home.  Though  the  duties  of  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel  are  truly  interesting  and  agreeable  to  a  man 
who  loves  his  work,  yet  the  pressure  which  the  multiplicity  of  them 
brings  upon  his  mind,  the  weight  of  care  which  they  throw  upon 
him,  and  the  fearful  responsibility  which  he  feels  in  regard  to  their 
neglect  or  performance,  are  peculiarly  trying.  I  can  think  of  no 
man,  in  any  business  or  profession,  who  at  all  times,  from  one  end  of 
the  week  to  the  other,  from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other,  and 
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for  a  long  series  of  years,  has  so  many,  so  difficult,  and  so  respon- 
sible duties  to  perform,  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel. 

2.  He  is  liable  to  peculiar  trials,  arising  from  the  ojyposition  of 
the  world.  The  character  of  a  truly  faithful  minister,  is  one  to 
which  the  world  is  opposed.  The  doctrines  which  he  is  under  obli- 
gation to  preach,  are  doctrines  which  the  world  dislike.  The  duties 
which  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  is  obliged  unceasingly  to  inculcate, 
are  such  as  no  unrenewed  man  is  willing  to  perform.  The  cause 
which  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  is  set  to  defend,  and  in  which,  if  true 
to  his  Master,  his  heart  is  warmly  engaged,  is  a  cause  to  which  all 
wicked  men  are  opposed.  It  must,  therefore,  be  expected  that  he 
will  frequently  meet  with  decided  and  violent  opposition  from  differ- 
ent classes  of  worldly  men.  Though  the  consciences  of  the  wicked 
are  frequently  on  the  side  of  truth,  —  though  they  frequently  per- 
ceive that  their  own  personal  interest  requires  them  to  receive  the 
Gospel,  —  though  they  feel  an  involuntary  respect  for  the  character 
of  those  who  serve  God  in  the  Gospel  of  his  Son,  and  are  constrained 
from  nameless  selfish  motives  often  to  treat  them  with  attentions, 
kindness,  and  respect,  —  yet  their  opposition  to  the  restraints  and 
requisitions  of  the  Gospel  will  be  made  manifest  in  ten  thousand 
ways.  The  wicked,  in  the  days  of  Paul,  were  confounded  at  the 
event  of  his  conversion ;  they  were  silenced  by  his  powerful  reason- 
ing ;  they  often  trembled  in  view  of  the  solemn  truths  which  he 
uttered ;  they  were  induced,  in  numerous  instances,  to  treat  him 
with  great  kindness  and  respect;  but  few  men,  in  any  age,  ever 
suffered  more  for  their  fidelity  to  the  service  of  God,  than  he.  He 
was  reproached,  misrepresented,  slandered,  persecuted,  imprisoned, 
bound  in  chains,  made  the  victim  of  a  lawless  mob,  publicly  whip- 
ped, and  eventually  put  to  death.  In  a  comparison  which  he  is 
compelled  to  make  between  himself  and  some  who  pretended  to  be 
ministers  of  Christ,  he  gives  a  concise,  but  a  most  affecting 
description,  not  only  of  his  labors,  but  of  his  sufferings  from  the 
opposition  of  the  wicked.  "  Are  they  ministers  of  Christ  ?  (I 
speak  as  a  fool,)  I  am  more ;  in  labors  more  abundant,  in  stripes 
above  measure,  in  prisons  more  frequent,  in  deaths  oft.  Of  the 
Jews,  five  times  received  I  forty  stripes  save  one.  Thrice  was  I 
beaten  with  rods,  once  was  I  stoned,  thrice  I  suffered  shipwreck,  a 
night  and  a  day  I  have  been  in  the  deep.    In  journeyings  often,  in 
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perils  of  waters,  in  perils  of  robbers,  in  perils  by  mine  own  country- 
men, in  perils  by  the  heathen,  in  perils  in  the  city,  in  perils  in  the 
wilderness,  in  perils  in  the  sea,  in  perils  among  false  brethren  ;  in 
weariness  and  painfulness,  in  watchings  often,  in  hunger  and  thirst, 
in  fastings  often,  in  cold  and  nakedness.  Besides  these  things  that 
are  without,  that  which  cometh  upon  me  daily,  the  care  of  all  the 
churches."  This  quotation  is  made,  not  with  a  view  to  show  what 
ministers  suffer  now  from  the  opposition  of  the  wicked,  but  merely 
to  show  what  they  have  suffered  in  times  past,  and  to  authorize  the 
inference  that  they  are  now  liable  to  suffer  from  the  same  source. 
Though  personal  violence,  such  as  Paul  suffered,  is  not  common  at 
the  present  day,  especially  in  this  country,  yet  the  opposition  which 
is  now  made  to  faithful  ministers,  is  frequent  and  formidable.  The 
truths  of  God's  word,  which  they  preach,  are  now  openly  and  boldly 
denied  ;  the  motives  from  which  they  act  are  grossly  misrepresent- 
ed ;  and  their  characters  are  frequently  assailed  in  every  possible 
form.  It  is  often  the  case,  that  the  plainer  they  preach  the  truth, 
the  more  decided  and  virulent  is  the  opposition  they  receive  ;  and 
the  greater  the  earnestness,  sincerity,  and  self-denial  with  which 
they  seek  the  welfare  of  sinners,  the  stronger  the  resentment 
awakened  against  them.  There  are  not  a  few  in  the  sacred  office, 
who  can  say  of  some  of  their  people,  as  Paul  did  of  the  backsliding 
Corinthians  —  "  The  more  abundantly  I  love  you,  the  less  I  be 
loved."  Now  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  opposition  to  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel,  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  must  be  peculiarly 
trying  to  his  feelings.  Opposition  is  always  disagreeable.  In  the 
common  and  comparatively  trifling  concerns  of  this  world,  it  is 
trying.  How  much  more,  when  made  to  efforts  in  the  most  impor- 
tant of  all  causes.  The  opposition  which  is  made  to  faithful  minis- 
ters is  painful,  in  proportion  to  the  importance  of  the  cause  which 
they  are  attempting  to  promote,  and  to  the  temporal  and  eternal 
happiness  of  those  who  make  it.    This  leads  me  to  observe, 

3.  That  ministers  suffer  much  from  the  fact,  that  many  of  their 
people  continue  to  reject  the  offers  of  God's  grace.  If  they  are 
the  true  followers  of  Christ,  and  sincerely  regard  the  souls  of  men, 
their  feelings  are  like  those  of  the  Apostle  expressed  in  the  follow- 
ing language,  "  My  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  Israel  is, 
that  they  might  be  saved."    When  they  take  the  over-sight  of  their 
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people  in  the  Lord,  they  feel  that  a  most  important  charge  is 
committed  to  their  trust.  They  enter  upon  their  work,  realizing  in 
some  degree-  that,  "  they  watch  for  souls,  as  they  that  must  give 
account."  They  feel  interested  in  the  spiritual  walfare  of  all  who 
are  committed  to  their  charge,  and  a  deep  responsibility  in  regard 
to  the  final  consequences  of  their  ministry.  The  longer  they 
continue  with  their  people,  the  more  intimately  they  become 
acquainted  with  them,  the  more  they  labor  and  pray  for  for  their 
salvation,  —  the  stronger  becomes  their  desire  to  see  them  the 
subjects  of  divine  grace  and  heirs  of  everlasting  life.  But  the 
most  highly  favored  among  the  ministers  of  Christ  do  see  some  of 
their  flock  continuing  in  impenitency  and  unbelief,  under  the 
influence  of  all  the  means  of  grace,  which  they  are  able  to  use  with 
them.  They  see  one  after  another  go  down  to  the  grave,  without 
exhibiting  the  least  evidence  of  having  complied  with  the  conditions 
of  salvation.  And  they  see  others,  "  having  no  hope  and  without 
God  in  the  world,"  rapidly  approaching  the  same  awful  crisis, 
forming  themselves,  and  being  formed,  not  unto  "  vessels  of  mercy 
prepared  unto  glory,"  but  unto  "  vessels  of  wrath  fitted  to  destruc- 
tion." To  a  man  that  loves  the  souls  of  men,  and  is  continually 
laboring  and  praying  for  their  salvation,  the  thought  that  some  of 
them  will  actually  perish  in  their  sins,  must  be  a  peculiar  trial. 

4.  The  imperfections  of  Christians  is  a  great  trial  to  faithful 
ministers.  It  is,  indeed,  a  great  consolation  to  every  one  that  loves 
Christ,  or  the  souls  of  men,  to  see  sinners  converted  or  made 
Christians.  If  they  are  but  partially  sanctified ;  if  much  that  is  of 
evil  still  adheres  to  their  characters  ;  if  by  their  ignorance,  indiscre- 
tion, and  occasional  wickedness,  they  do  sometimes  cause  great 
grief  to  the  friends  of  the  Redeemer,  still  the  thought  that  the 
work  of  grace  is  begun  in  their  hearts,  which  will  eventually  be 
perfected,  —  that  a  process  has  commenced  which  will  at  last 
deliver  them  entirely  from  the  power  of  sin,  and  put  them  in 
possession  of  that  eternal  life,  which  is  the  gift  of  God  through  Jesus 
Christ,  is  one  on  which  every  good  minister  will  dwell  with  delight. 
But  the  ultimate  salvation  of  those  who  have  already  become  the 
subjects  of  divine  grace,  is  not  all  his  desire.  He  fervently  seeks 
the  honor  of  God,  and  the  salvation  of  others.  And  the  imperfec- 
tions of  Christians  he  often  finds  a  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the 
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attainment  of  these  important  objects.  He  finds  that  the  strongest 
objections  which  he  has  to  meet  against  the  divine  origin  of  that 
religion  which  he  preaches,  or  the  one  that  weighs  the  heaviest  on 
the  minds  of  the  multitude,  is  the  imperfection  of  professing 
Christians.  The  same  he  finds  to  be  the  chief  cause  of  that 
reproach  which  the  world  casts  upon  the  cause  of  Christ.  He 
finds,  too,  that  this  is  giving  more  encouragement  to  sinners  in 
the  pursuit  of  their  favorite  sins  than  any  other  within  his  know- 
ledge. Almost  every  one  whom  he  reproves  for  any  particular 
fault,  and  labors  to  reform,  will  point  him  to  some  professor  of 
religion,  who  indulges  himself  in  the  commission  of  the  same  sins. 
He  finds,  moreover,  that  nothing  so  stupifies  the  consciences  of 
sinners,  and  keeps  them  in  the  way  of  transgression,  as  the  sins  of 
professors.  And  while  he  finds  some  truly  engaged  in  the  object, 
and  always  ready  to  lend  their  aid  in  its  promotion,  he  cannot  help 
knowing  the  fact,  that  among  the  greatest  obstacles  which  are  ever 
thrown  in  the  way  of  systematic,  energetic,  and  preserving  efforts 
for  the  promotion  of  religion  at  home  and  abroad,  are  the  coldness, 
the  unbelief,  the  backwardness,  and  inactivity  of  professors  of 
religion.  Their  imperfection  is  in  some  form  or  other  almost 
constantly  chilling  his  ardor,  disappointing  his  hopes,  and  filling  his 
soul  with  grief  and  discouragement. 

5.  The  counteracting  influence  of  false  teachers  in  religion,  is 
another  source  of  trial  to  faithful  ministers.  From  the  day  that 
Satan  contradicted  the  Word  of  God  to  our  first  parents,  by  telling 
them,  they  should  not  surely  die,  there  have  been  those  who  have 
attempted  to  counteract  the  influence  of  truth  upon  the  minds  of 
men  by  the  propagation  of  falsehood.  The  true  prophets  of  the 
Lord  under  the  old  dispensation,  were  constantly  troubled  by  the 
influence  of  false  prophets,  who  justified  the  people  in  their  iniquity, 
and  flattered  them  in  their  sins.  "  With  lies  they  made  the  hearts 
of  the  righteous  sad,  whom  God  had  not  made  sad,  and  strengthened 
the  hands  of  the  wicked  that  he  should  not  return  from  his  way,  by 
promising  him  life." 

Essentially  the  same  characters,  exerting  a  similar  influence,  are 
found  under  the  present  dispensation.  The  leading  object  of  nearly 
all  the  Epistles  addressed  to  the  churches  by  the  Apostles  is  to 
correct  the  errors  and  guard  against  the  influence  of  false  teachers. 
2 


10 


A  large  proportion  of  the  labors  and  trials  of  the  Apostles,  it  is 
well  known,  had  their  origin  in  this  source. 

In  every  age  of  the  Christian  church,  one  of  the  greatest  trials 
which  a  faithful  minister  has  been  called  to  suffer,  has  been  the  coun- 
teracting influence  of  false  teachers.  His  efforts  to  convince  his 
people  of  their  sins,  are  frequently  rendered  useless  by  some  false 
scheme  of  religion,  which  denies,  in  their  full  extent,  the  obligations 
of  the  moral  law.  His  attempt  to  convince  these  of  their  danger, 
and  to  persuade  them  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  are  with 
many  unavailing,  because  under  the  influence  of  false  doctrine,  their 
belief  in  the  truth  of  future  retribution  is  shaken.  He  often  finds 
that  the  corrupting  influence  of  error  has  produced  a  degree  of 
unbelief  and  scepticism  among  his  people,  which  renders  a  large 
portion  of  the  motives  to  repentance  and  a  holy  life,  that  he  is 
accustomed  to  draw  from  the  great  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  power- 
less upon  their  minds.  He  sees  the  Sabbath  profaned,  the  sanctu- 
ary of  God  forsaken,  and  all  the  institutions  of  religion  despised,  as 
the  natural  consequence  of  the  corrupting  influence  of  false  doctrine. 
He  has  moreover,  to  lament  the  alienation  of  affection  among  indi- 
viduals, the  division  in  families,  and  the  separations  which  are 
frequently  made  in  churches  and  societies,  by  the  preaching  of 
another  gospel.  But  what  above  all  affects  his  heart,  is  the  proba- 
ble influence  of  falsehood  upon  the  final  destiny  of  those  who 
embrace  it.  If  this  has  its  natural  effect,  and  leads  them  to  a  con- 
tinued rejection  of  the  Saviour,  he  knows  it  must  prove  the  ruin  of 
their  souls.  The  denial  of  some  of  the  fundamental  doctrines  of 
the  Gospel  by  those  who  teach  much  important  truth,  and  the 
silence  and  the  shade  into  which  these  are  thrown  by  others,  are  a 
great  embarrassment  to  such  ministers  as  make  it  a  matter  of  con- 
science to  declare  all  the  counsel  of  God. 

6.  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  suffer  much  from  a  consciousness  of 
of  their  own  defects.  These  are  sometimes  the  hardest  trials  they 
have  to  endure.  Their  work  is  one  of  peculiar  magnitude  and  im- 
portance, one  in  which  any  considerable  deficiency  will  strikingly 
appear,  and  in  which  it  must  be  attended  with  the  worst  of  conse- 
quences. They  are  often  led,  in  view  of  the  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance of  the  duties  connected  with  their  sacred  calling,  to  exclaim, 
"  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ? "    They  feel  deficient  in 
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knowledge,  deficient  in  love,  deficient  in  humility,  deficient  in  zeal, 
and  deficient  in  that  decision  and  energy  of  character,  which  the 
nature  of  their  work  imperatively  demands.  Though  they  are  tried 
by  the  severity  of  their  labors,  the  opposition  of  the  wicked,  the 
rejection  of  the  Gospel  by  a  portion  of  their  hearers,  by  the  imperfec- 
tions of  Christians,  and  the  influence  of  false  teachers  ;  yet  they  are 
still  more  severely  tried,  by  their  own  deficiency  in  intellectual  and 
moral  qualifications  for  their  work.  When  they  consider  how  much 
ought  to  be  done,  and  how  little  they  can  do,  they  lament  their  own 
weakness.  When  they  consider  the  sacred  nature  of  their  calling, 
and  the  remaining  sinfulness  of  their  own  hearts  and  lives,  a  sense 
of  their  unfitness  for  their  work  sinks  them  in  the  dust.  Other 
Christians  see  their  own  deficiency  and  lament  it,  but  common 
Christians  are  not  engaged  in  a  calling  in  which  their  defects  are 
so  clearly  seen,  or  so  deeply  felt.  The  imperfections  of  pious  minis- 
ters are  peculiarly  distressing  to  themselves,  on  account  of  the  sacred 
character  of  their  work.  It  is  dreadful  to  be  professedly  engaged 
in  attempts  to  awaken  others,  while  we  are  asleep  ourselves  ;  to  be 
exhorting  others  to  love  God,  while  our  own  hearts  are  upon  the 
world  ;  to  be  stirring  up  others  to  increased  activity  in  the  service 
of  God,  while  we  are  conscious  ourselves  that  we  are  but  half  de- 
voted to  our  work.  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  do,  and  they  must 
suffer,  from  their  own  defects  of  character  and  conduct,  as  much 
more  than  other  Christians,  as  their  work  is  more  momentous  and 
holy  than  theirs. 

1.  Among  the  trials  which  faithful  ministers  sometimes  suffer  are 
pecuniary  embarrassments.  They  are  generally  a  class  of  men  who 
have  expended  all  their  patrimony,  if  not  involved  themselves  in 
debt,  in  acquiring  their  education.  The  station  which  they  fill  is  an 
expensive  one.  They  have  large  libraries  to  purchase,  numerous 
periodicals  to  pay  for,  and  an  extensive  correspondence  to  maintain. 
It  is  a  necessary  qualifiation  in  their  characters,  as  ministers  of 
Christ,  that  they  be  given  to  hospitality.  It  is  proper  that  they 
should  receive  to  their  houses  the  members  of  their  own  congrega- 
tions, as  well  as  their  relatives  and  friends.  The  degree  of  their 
usefulness  must  depend  very  much  upon  this  kind  of  social  inter- 
course. It  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  It  is  important  also,  that 
they  be   always  ready  to  entertain  strangers,  especially  their 


12 


brethren  in  the  ministry.  But  this  constant  influx  of  company  is 
no  small  tax  upon  their  pecuniary  resources.  They  have  also  nume- 
rous calls  abroad,  which  necessarily  subject  them  to  great  expense. 
Besides,  they  are  not  in  circumstances  to  exercise  that  care  and 
economy  in  regard  to  their  expenditures  which  other  men  are  able 
to  do.  Their  attention,  a  great  portion  of  their  time,  is  necessarily 
directed  to  more  important  subjects.  To  be  without  carefulness  is 
their  indispensable  duty.  The  compensation  usually  given  to  min- 
isters of  the  Gospel  for  their  services,  is  far  below  that  received  for 
an  equal  amount  of  labor  by  any  other  class  of  professional  men. 
There  are  men  in  every  department  of  business  transactions,  who 
have  been  at  no  peculiar  expense  for  an  education,  and  whose  sta- 
tions in  life  are  free  from  all  the  extra  expenditures  of  a  clergyman, 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  receiving  for  their  services  a  much  greater 
annual  compensation.  The  salary  of  a  minister  is  liable  to  depreci- 
ate greatly  ;  one  quarter,  one  third,  or  one  half  ;  and  in  such  an 
event,  it  is  found  that  comparatively  few  societies  have  a  sense  of 
honor  and  justice  sufficiently  strong  to  influence  them  to  make  up 
the  deficiency.  The  facts  to  which  I  have  alluded  are  often  instru- 
mental of  throwing  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  into  great  pecuniary  em- 
barrassment. His  salary  becomes  inadequate  to  his  support,  and 
he  is  burdened  with  insufferable  cares  and  anxieties.  He  cannot  do 
what  he  desires  to  encourage  benevolent  operations.  He  cannot 
give  his  children  the  education  they  ought  to  receive.  He  cannot 
devote  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  the  ministry.  And  for  a 
man  who  wishes  to  meet  his  obligations  and  to  maintain  a  consistency 
of  character,  to  be  disappointed  in  respect  to  such  objects  as  these, 
is  no  trifling  calamity. 

8.  Another  peculiar  trial  to  which  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  is 
subjected,  is  the  inability  of  his  people  fully  to  sympathize  with  him 
in  his  work.  Placed  as  they  are  in  circumstances  so  different  from  his 
own,  they  cannot  be  expected  to  enter  fully  into  his  views,  or  to 
mingle  their  feelings  with  his.  They  cannot  feel  the  weight  of  his 
cares  ;  they  cannot  assume  his  responsibilities  ;  they  are  not  called 
upon  to  discharge  the  same  duties  which  devolve  on  him  ;  of  course 
they  cannot  know  the  difficulties  of  his  work,  or  be  subject  to  the 
same  feelings  in  view  of  it,  that  exercise  his  mind.  They  know 
what  it  is  to  labor  ;  but  they  do  not  know  what  it  is  to  labor  in  the 
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Gospel  of  Christ.  The  labor  of  solving  the  difficulties  which  present 
themselves  in  the  science  of  Theology,  the  labor  of  making  the  great 
principles  of  the  Gospel  sufficiently  familiar  for  practical  use,  the 
labor  of  a  constant  survey  of  the  various  subjects  of  public  discus- 
sion, and  of  deciding  from  time  to  time  upon  those  most  appropriate 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  people,  the  labor  of  digesting  subjects 
and  writing  sermons,  especially  of  repeating  this  operation  every 
week  for  a  long  series  of  years,  is  something  into  which  they  are 
not,  by  any  experience  of  their  own,  generally  prepared  to  look. 
They  know  what  it  is  to  take  care  of  very  important  interests,  to 
assume  and  to  feel  great  responsibilities  in  regard  to  their  own  fami- 
lies and  the  public.  But  they  do  not  know  what  it  is  "  to  watch 
for  souls  as  they  that  must  give  account."  Some  of  them  know 
what  it  is  to  study,  and  study  and  write  for  the  public  eye  and  ear. 
But  what  it  is  to  write  for  the  public,  one,  two  or  three  discourses  a 
week  as  occasion  may  require,  upon  one  general  subject,  as  that  of 
Christianity,  the  great  theme  of  the  preacher,  and  all  sufficiently 
new  to  attract  attention,  and  sufficiently  instructive  to  promote  the 
edification  of  an  intelligent  audience,  and  that  too  in  the  broken 
hours  of  numerous  other  important  avocations,  and  under  the  pres- 
sure of  the  cares  and  responsibilities  attendant  upon  them,  they  do 
not  know.  With  the  cares  of  a  family,  many  of  the  people  are  well 
acquainted.  But  what  it  is  to  provide  for  a  large  family,  to  exer- 
cise the  care  and  economy  which  become  the  domestic  state,  and  in 
a  proper  manner  to  superintend  the  education  and  government  of 
children  amidst  the  cares  and  anxieties,  the  labors  and  responsibili- 
ties of  the  ministerial  and  pastoral  life,  the  body  of  the  people  know 
nothing  except  by  mere  speculation.  Who  then  is  there  to  sympa- 
thize with  the  minister  ?  The  farmer,  the  merchant,  the  mechanic, 
and.  almost  every  other  individual  in  the  society,  has  more  or  less 
on  the  ground,  whose  present  or  past  experience  and  occupation 
prepare  them  to  sympathize  with  him  in  all  that  is  agreeable,  or  dis- 
agreeable in  his  circumstances.  But,  as  a  general  thing,  the  minis- 
ter has  none.  Though  his  people  may  sympathize  with  him  with 
great  tenderness  and  affection,  so  far  as  they  know  his  feelings,  and 
would  in  every  respect,  did  their  own  experience  prepare  them  to 
enter  fully  into  his  circumstances,  yet  of  his  real  condition,  many  of 
them  have  not,  and*  cannot  have  an  adequate  conception.  There 
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are  many  who  really  think  that  their  minister  has  but  little  to  do 
when  perhaps  he  is  in  fact  literally  wearing  out,  and  dying 
under  the  pressure  of  his  labors.  Many  think  that  the  minister  has 
an  ample  support,  and  that  his  salary  is  actually  making  him  rich, 
when  the  fact  is,  it  falls  short  of  his  annual  expenditures,  and  leaves 
him  from  year  to  year,  to  sink  deeper  and  deeper  in  debt. 

There  are  many  who  see  nothing  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  min- 
ister, and  verily  suppose  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  uninterrupted 
tranquillity,  while  he  is  mourning  over  the  hardness  of  heart  and 
blindness  of  mind  which  prevail  among  sinners  in  his  congregation, 
while  he  is  grieved  at  the  lukewarmness  and  sinful  imperfections  of 
the  professedly  pious,  while  the  seeds  of  discord  are  sown  among 
brethren,  and  his  fears  are  excited,  lest  ruinous  divisions  agitate  the 
church  and  society,  while  the  prevalence  of  error  imperatively 
requires  him  to  contend  earnestly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints,  and  while  in  view  of  his  own  unfaithfulness  and  inefficiency, 
his  spirit  is  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  sorrow. 

But  I  have  already  dwelt  much  longer  upon  this  part  of  the  subject 
than  I  at  first  intended.  It  is  important  that  the  other  topics 
proposed  should  receive  a  portion  of  your  attention.  On  these, 
however,  my  remarks  will  be  very  concise.  Having  shown  that  a 
faithful  minister  does  suffer  peculiar  trials  for  Christ's  sake,  I  wish 
to  remind  you  in  the  second  place  : 

II.  That  these  trials  are  in  accordance  with  the  design  and  pur- 
pose of  God. 

We  are  not  to  consider,  as  some  appear  to  do,  the  peculiar  trials 
of  ministers,  as  mere  incidental  circumstances,  in  which  the  purpose 
of  God  has  had  no  concern,  and  over  which  his  providence  has  no 
control. 

It  is  important  to  a  right  view  of  this  subject,  that  the  sufferings 
of  Paul  and  the  other  Apostles,  and  all  the  trials  of  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  in  every  age,  should  be  considered  as  an  arrangement  which 
God  made  in  his  providence,  designed  for  the  accomplishment  of  some 
important  end.  There  are  two  considerations,  each  of  which  is  a  sub- 
stantial proof  of  this  position.  The  first  is  the  fact,  that  God  has  in 
various  ways,  and  at  different  times  predicted  the  trials  of  his  minis- 
ters. These  trials  are  predicted  not  only  in  general  terms,  or  in  asser- 
tions that  they  shall  in  various  ways  be  tried ;  but  in  a  specific  manner, 
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in  declarations  which  mention  particularly  some  of  the  very  things 
which  they  are  to  suffer.  These  predictions  are  conclusive  evidence 
that  God  designed  that  the  events  predicted  should  actually  take 
place,  because  they  imply  a  certainty  of  their  existence,  which  can 
have  no  other  foundation  than  the  purpose  of  God. 

The  other  consideration  which  appears  to  me  as  proof  conclusive 
of  the  same  thing,  is  the  fact,  that  these  trials  do  take  place. 
That  the  Prophets  who  spake  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  that  the 
Apostles  whom  he  commissioned  and  sent  forth  in  his  name,  that  the 
most  faithful  from  whose  lips  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  have  been 
heard  from  the  Apostolic  age  to  this  time,  have  suffered  tribulation, 
such  as  is  not  common  to  other  men,  clearly  indicates  the  purpose 
of  God  in  these  events.  If  we  believe  "  that  his  counsel  shall 
stand,  and  that  he  will  do  all  his  pleasure,"  or  that  he  "  workethall 
things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will,"  we  surely  cannot  deny 
that  these  trials  are  among  the  arrangements  of  his  providence. 
To  suppose  that  "  God  has  foreordained  whatsoever  comes  to  pass," 
and  yet  that  he  has  no  design  in  the  complicated  trials  endured  by 
his  ministers  of  every  age,  is  the  height  of  absurdity. 

It  remains  to  inquire  : 

III.  Why  God  has  designed  that  the  faithful  ministers  of  Christ 
should  endure  peculiar  trials  for  his  sake.  On  this  part  of  the 
subject,  our  information  is  necessarily  limited.  We  can  know 
nothing  respecting  the  object  of  these  trials,  only  as  it  is  taught  us 
in  the  Scriptures,  and  as  we  see  the  good  purpose  which  they  are 
suited  to  answer.  With  these  thoughts  in  our  minds,  let  us  seriously 
consider  the  following  particulars  : 

1.  It  is  obviously  proper  that  the  ministers  of  Christ  should 
suffer  with  him  in  the  great  work  of  saving  a  dying  world.  He 
not  only  labored  with  the  greatest  diligence,  but  he  suffered  intensely 
in  this  work.  His  soul  was  filled  with  inexpressible  agony,  and  his 
body  subjected  to  the  most  excruciating  tortures  on  the  cross. 
"He  died  the  just  for  the  unjust."  "He  redeemed  us  from  the 
curse  of  the  law,  by  being  made  a  curse  for  us."  He  made  "  his 
soul  an  offering  for  sin."  When  he  knew  that  the  redemption  of 
sinners  would  cost  him  his  blood,  as  well  as  the  previous  endurance 
of  a  mental  agony  of  which  we  can  form  no  adequate  conception, 
he  voluntarily  undertook  the  work.    The  ministers  of  Christ  are  his 
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followers  and  co-workers  with  him  in  the  great  enterprise  of  saving 
souls.  If  this  work  requires  great  sufferings,  as  well  as  exertions, 
is  it  not  proper  that  they  should  be  partakers  with  him  in  these 
sufferings  ?  If  they  bear  a  part  in  the  work,  and  receive  a  portion 
of  its  honors  and  rewards,  is  there  not  a  peculiar  propriety  in  their 
participating  in  the  sufferings  necessary  to  its  accomplishment  ? 
This  is  evidently  the  light  in  which  the  Apostles  viewed  the  subject. 

They  not  only  considered  it  an  unquestionable  fact,  that  they,  as 
the   disciples  and  ministers   of  the   Lord  Jesus,  must  suffer 
with  him  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  great  undertaking,  but 
voluntarily  submitted  to  these  sufferings  and  considered  it  a  great 
honor  and  privilege  to  have  fellowship  and  communion  with  Him  in 
these  things.    Paul  speaks  of  u  the  sufferings  of  Christ  abounding 
in  them,"  as  knowing  himself 66  the  fellowship  of  Christ's  sufferings, 
and  as  being  made  conformable  to  his  death."    Peter  exhorts 
Christians  to  "  rejoice,  inasmuch  as  they  are  made  partakers  of 
Christ's  sufferings  ;  that  when  his  glory  shall  be  revealed,  they  may 
be  glad  also  with  exceeding  joy."    Now,  in  what  sense  were  the 
Apostles  and  primitive  Christians  "  the  partakers  of  Christ's  suffer- 
ings ?  "  "What  is  meant  by  "  knowing  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings  ?" 
How  did  the  "  sufferings  of  Christ  abound  in  them  ?  "    In  what 
respects  were  "  they  made  conformable  to  his  death  ?  "  The 
answer  to  all  these  questions  is  easy.    They  suffered  for  Ms  sake. 
Associated  as  they  were  with  him  in  the  great  work  of  saving 
souls  from  death,  they  partook  of  the  sufferings  necessary  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  undertaking.    Their  sufferings  were  not 
indeed,  like  his,  designed  to  make  an  atonement  for  sin.  They 
could  have  no  influence  at  all  in  this  respect.    But  endured,  as 
they  were,  in  attempts  to  bring  sinners  to  Christ,  and  in  efforts  to 
promote  the  great  interests  of  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  they  were 
instrumental  of  accomplishing  the  same  general  object  for  which  he 
came  down  from  heaven.    Actuated  by  essentially  the  same  motives 
in  their  sufferings  which  governed  him  in  his,  the  exercise  of  love 
to  God,  and  good  will  to  men,  they  had  fellowship,  a  fellow-feeling 
with  him,  in  those  sufferings  which  attended  their  efforts  to  promote 
his  cause.    And  if  they  had  the  honor  of  being  co-workers  with 
Christ,  there  surely  was  a  great  propriety  in  their  being  fellow- 
sufferers  with  him.    The  ministers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  in  every  age 
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ought  to  know  the  fellowship  of  his  sufferings.  The  work  of 
saving  sinners  is,  from  beginning  to  end,  a  work  of  pure  bene- 
volence. It  consists  in  labors  and  sufferings,  —  sufferings  not  of 
the  wicked,  but  of  the  righteous.  If  the  ministers  of  Christ  were 
not  the  partakers  of  his  sufferings,  they  could  not  have  fellowship 
with  him  in  the  most  important  part  of  the  great  work  of 
redemption. 

2.  By  subjecting  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  peculiar  suffer- 
ings, God  removes  the  temptations  which  would  otherwise  present 
themselves  to  unworthy  men  to  enter  the  sacred  office.  There  are 
somethings  attendant  upon  the  work  of  the  ministry  which  are  very 
desirable,  even  in  the  eyes  of  irreligious  men.  The  opportunity 
which  this  work  affords  for  intellectual  improvement,  for  a  display 
of  talents  and  learning,  for  gaining  an  influence  over  the  minds  of 
men,  and  especially  for  securing  the  affection  and  esteem  of  the 
virtuous  and  the  good,  is  suited  to  draw  the  ambitious  and  aspiring 
into  it.  Many  of  this  description,  who  think  little  of  the  nature  of  the 
work,  or  the  qualifications  necessary  to  a  proper  discharge  of  its 
duties,  are  led  by  these  and  similar  motives  to  undertake  it.  But 
they  do  not  act  with  their  eyes  open.  If  they  only  considered  the 
subject  seriously  and  candidly  in  the  light  of  the  Scriptures,  and  in 
view  of  numerous  and  undeniable  facts,  the  work  of  the  ministry 
would  be  among  the  last  which  they  would  choose  as  their  profession. 
A  full  view  of  the  trials  with  which  a  faithful  discharge  of  its 
duties  must  be  attended,  would  instantly  destroy  all  desire  in  their 
hearts  to  assume  its  responsibilities.  None  but  the  inconsiderate, 
or  the  spiritually  blind,  can  now  be  tempted  to  enter  the  ministry, 
unless  they  truly  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  ardently  desire 
to  save  the  souls  of  men.  To  such,  with  all  its  trials,  it  appears  to 
be  an  exceedingly  good  and  desirable  work.  If  men  have  given 
their  hearts  to  Christ ;  if  they  fervently  desire  to  save  the  souls  of 
their  perishing  fellow-men  ;  if  they  are  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice 
necessary  to  the  honor  of  God,  and  the  prosperity  of  his  kingdom, 
they  will,  of  course,  see  in  the  ministry,  a  work  exactly  suited  to 
their  feelings.  It  is  not  desirable  that  any  others  should  enter  it. 
Its  trials  are  suited  to  answer  an  important  purpose  by  keeping 
them  out.  If  God  had  no  other  end  in  view  in  subjecting  the 
ministry  to  severe  trials,  but  to  remove  the  temptations  which 
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ungodly  men  have  to  enter  it,  his  design  in  their  sufferings  might 
be  justified. 

3.  The  peculiar  trials  attendant  upon  the  duties  of  ministers, 
gives  them  an  excellent  opportunity  to  manifest  their  love  to  Christ. 
Every  faithful  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus  does  love  him  with 
supreme  affection.  No  man  is  qualified  for  the  sacred  office,  and 
no  man  is  called  of  God,  to  enter  it,  who  has  not  given  the  Saviour 
his  heart,  and  whose  love  to  him  is  not  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  ren- 
der him  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice,  for  his  sake,  to  which  he  is 
called.  Now  it  is  obviously  proper,  that  those  who  have  this  love 
to  Christ  should  be  placed  in  circumstances  in  which  they  may 
clearly  manifest  it  to  the  world.  It  is,  for  ought  we  know,  as 
important  that  they  should  manifest  this  love,  as  it  is  that  they 
should  exercise  it.  But  how  can  love  to  the  Saviour  be  the  most 
unequivocally  and  strikingly  manifested  ?  Why,  clearly,  by  suffer- 
ing for  his  sake.  The  servants  of  Christ  may  manifest  their  love 
to  him  by  their  obedience,  but  not  in  so  high  a  degree  as  by  their 
sufferings.  It  is  by  his  sufferings  that  Christ  has  the  most  clearly 
manifested  his  love  to  perishing  sinners.  In  coming  into  the  world, 
in  laboring  for  their  good,  and  in  conferring  upon  them,  from  time  to 
time,  the  blessings  which  they  sought  at  his  hand,  he  manifested  his 
love  to  them  in  a  very  striking  manner  ;  but  in  a  far  less  striking 
manner,  than  when  he  laid  down  his  life  as  a  sacrifice  for  their 
sins.  The  sufferings  of  Christ  to  save  sinners  from  deserved  ruin 
is  the  great  thing  the  Scriptures  present,  as  manifesting  peculiarly 
his  love  to  the  world.  The  principle  holds  true  in  regard  to  the 
ministers  of  Christ.  They  evince  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner 
their  attachment  to  him  by  their  obedience  to  his  commands,  and 
in  all  the  labors  to  which  they  voluntarily  subject  themselves  for 
the  extension  and  prosperity  of  his  kingdom.  These  exertions, 
however,  while  they  are  unattended  with  suffering,  make  but  a 
comparatively  faint  exhibition  of  their  love.  But  when  they  cheer- 
fully submit  to  exertions,  and  cares,  and  responsibilities  so  numerous 
and  pressing  as  to  occasion  suffering ;  when  they  are  willing  to 
encounter  opposition  and  reproach,  poverty  and  want,  persecu- 
tion and  death  for  Christ's  sake,  both  the  genuineness  and  strength 
of  their  love  appear  unequivocal.  No  active  exertions  of  the 
martyrs  ever  evinced  the  degree  and  the  sincerity  of  their  attach- 
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ment  to  Christ  so  clearly  as  they  were  evinced  by  the  cheerfulness 
and  submission  with  which  they  endured  the  flames  that  consumed 
their  bodies,  and  sent  their  souls  to  heaven.  Bunyan  and  Baxter 
were  laborious  servants  of  Jesus  Christ ;  but  it  was  their  sufferings 
for  Christ,  by  a  long  and  painful  imprisonment  for  their  non-confor- 
mity to  the  requisitions  of  a  corrupt  church,  that  made  their  love  the 
most  apparent  and  transmitted  the  evidence  of  it  to  all  succeeding 
generations.  There  is  no  other  way  in  which  love  to  Christ,  has 
ever  been  so  fully  and  strikingly  manifested  as  by  the  sufferings 
which  have  been  endured  for  his  sake.  If  thus  it  is  important  that 
the  ministers  of  Christ  should  make  the  strongest  demonstration  pos- 
sible of  their  love  to  him,  the  purpose  of  God  to  subject  them  to 
peculiar  trials  for  his  sake,  is  consistent  both  with  his  wisdom  and 
his  goodness. 

4.  By  the  sufferings  to  which  God  has  appointed  his  ministers, 
he  prepares  them  for  a  more  sublime  and  exalted  happiness,  than  it 
would  otherwise  be  possible  for  them  to  enjoy.  Mere  sufferings  is 
not,  indeed,  happiness.  It  is  necessarily  the  reverse.  But  in  suf- 
fering for  Christ' 's  sake,  there  is  happiness,  —  a  happiness  of  a  pure 
and  exalted  character.  When  in  the  exercise  of  supreme  love  to 
Christ,  the  soul  voluntarily  submits  to  all  the  sufferings  which 
appear  to  be  necessary  to  the  promotion  of  his  cause  and  the  honor 
of  his  name,  it  has  burst  its  chains.  It  is  now  free.  By  voluntarily 
assuming  the  burden  which  God  requires  it  to  bear,  it  throws  off 
the  burden  of  sin.  And  this  is  the  only  burden  that  deserves  the 
name.  It  has  now  gained  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  maketh  his 
people  free.  It  can  now  rise  and  stretch  its  wings  and  fly  away,  as 
an  eagle  toward  heaven. 

If,  when  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  voluntarily  submit  to  great 
sufferings  for  Christ's  sake,  they  manifest  their  love  to  him  in  the 
fullest  and  most  striking  manner,  it  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  in 
these  circumstances,  their  love  is  the  most  perfect.  But,  if  this  be 
a  fact,  will  not  their  happiness  be  of  the  most  pure  and  elevated 
character  ?  Every  person  who  submits  to  God  under  the  evils  of 
life,  knows  that  there  is  attendant  upon  this  submission,  a  more  sub- 
lime and  satisfactory  kind  of  enjoyment  than  is  ever  experienced 
without  such  submission.  It  will  be  found,  I  apprehend,  that  the 
greater  the  trials  are,  to  which  an  individual  truly  submits,  the 
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more  pure  and  elevated  is  the  enjoyment  with  which  such  submis- 
sion is  attended.  If  this  be  true,  God  has,  by  subjecting  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  to  uncommon  trials,  prepared  them  for  the  enjoyment 
of  peculiar  happiness.  Is  this  too  paradoxical  to  gain  your  belief  ? 
Ask  the  faithful  servant  of  Christ,  who  like  his  master,  has  been  a 
"  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief,"  whether  in  his  appre- 
hension, any  trial  to  which  he  has  cheerfully  submitted  for  Christ's 
sake,  has  been  a  real  abridgment  of  his  happiness  ?  He  will  cer- 
tainly tell  you,  no.  Was  Paul  unhappy  under  the  severe  sufferings 
which  he  was  called  upon  to  endure  ?  Hear  what  he  himself  says 
on  this  subject  after  years'  experience  in  the  sacred  calling,  "  Be- 
hold I  go  bound  in  the  spirit  unto  Jerusalem,  not  knowing  the 
things  that  shall  befall  me  there,  save  that  the  Holy  Ghost  witness- 
eth  in  every  city,  saying,  that  bonds  and  afflictions  abide  me.  But 
none  of  these  things  move  me,  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto 
myself,  so  that  I  might  finish  my  course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry 
which  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  testify  the  Gospel  of 
the  grace  of  God."  "  But  none  of  these  things  move  me"  Here 
is  an  instance  of  moral  sublimity,  which  is  equalled  by  no  expression 
found  in  any  heathen  orator  or  poet.  See  this  holy  man,  after 
having  encountered  dangers  and  trials  of  almost  every  name  for 
Jesus'  sake,  perfectly  unmoved,  self-possessed,  and  joyfully  pursuing 
his  high  and  holy  calling,  in  view  of  the  certain  continuance,  and 
for  ought  he  knew,  the  great  increase  of  these  sufferings.  Was  not 
that  a  peculiar  elevation  of  soul,  in  which  he  was  able  to  rise  above 
his  present  complicated  trials,  and  to  contemplate,  without  anxiety 
or  alarm,  the  sufferings  which  the  Holy  Spirit  indicated  were  before 
him  ?  And  can  there  be  a  doubt,  that  in  the  exercise  of  this  holy 
composure  and  submission,  he  enjoyed  peculiar  happiness  ?  It  is  a 
perfectly  plain  case,  that  no  man  could  enjoy  that  pure  and  sublime 
happiness  which  Paul  seems  to  have  enjoyed,  without  his  trials. 
And  it  is  true,  I  apprehend,  that  every  minister  of  the  Gospel,  who 
meets  his  trials  with  a  similar  spirit  finds,  that  instead  of  diminishing 
his  happiness,  they  are,  as  overruled  by  God,  the  means  of  increasing 
it.  The  fact  is,  that  when  trials  and  sufferings  become  necessary  to 
the  honorof  Christ  and  the  promotion  of  his  cause,  that  supreme  love 
to  him  which  is  stronger  than  death  cannot  be  satisfied  without 
enduring  them.    Their  necessary  connection  with  the  glory  of  Christ 
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being  seen,  their  endurance  becomes  essential  to  true  happiness. 
That  minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  in  view  of  the  necessities  of  the 
church  and  the  perishing  condition  of  the  world  around  him,  cheer- 
fully submits  to  the  most  painful  and  self-denying  labors  ;  who 
meets  opposition,  reproach,  and  persecutions  with  a  proper  spirit, 
enjoys  more  true  happiness  in  connection  with  the  suffering  of 
these  things,  than  he  could  enjoy  in  an  exemption  from  them. 
There  is  a  meaning  which  is  not  generally  understood,  in  the 
language  of  the  Apostle  when  he  speaks  of  himself  and  his  asso- 
ciates, "as  chastened  and  not  killed  ;  as  sorrowful  yet  always 
rejoicing ;  as  poor,  yet  making  many  rich  ;  as  having  nothing,  and 
yet  possessing  all  things."  It  is  no  great  satisfaction  to  a  man  not 
to  be  killed,  when  he  sees  no  danger  of  losing  his  life.  But  to 
be  spared  when  he  sees  himself  imminently  exposed  to  death,  is  a 
matter  not  only  of  devout  thankfulness,  but  of  great  joy.  Joy  can 
arise  to  no  great  height,  where  it  has  no  contrast  with  sorrow.  But 
to  be  always  rejoicing  in  the  midst  of  sorrow,  must  be  considered  a 
great  privilege,  as  well  as  attainment.  It  may  be  a  little  thing  for 
a  rich  man  to  make  another  rich,  but  for  a  poor  man  to  know  that 
he  is  making  many  rich,  must  be  a  high  gratification  indeed.  It  is 
no  great  thing  for  those  who  have  wealth  to  increase  their  posses- 
sions. But  for  those  who  have  nothing,  actually  to  possess  all 
things,  is  certainly  a  distinguished  blessing,  —  one  of  the  greatest 
that  God  ever  bestows  upon  his  creatures.  The  trials  of  good 
men,  endured  with  a  becoming  spirit,  and  attended  with  the  blessing 
of  God,  do  not  on  the  whole  diminish  their  happiness.  The  suffer- 
ings which  Elijah  endured  under  the  persecution  of  Ahab,  were  not 
instrumental  of  diminishing  but  of  increasing  his  happiness.  Joseph 
was  more  happy  in  this  world,  than  he  probably  would  have  been, 
had  he  not  been  rejected  by  his  brethren,  torn  from  the  embraces 
of  his  father,  and  sold  as  a  slave  in  Egypt.  The  same  is  doubtless 
true  of  Daniel  and  the  three  captives  in  Babylon.  The  lion's  den 
and  the  fiery  furnace  were  terrible  things,  but  they  could  not  harm 
these  children  of  God. 

5.  The  sufferings  to  which  ministers  of  the  Gospel  are  subjected 
in  this  life,  are  suited  to  prepare  them  the  better  for  their  glorious 
inheritance  in  heaven. 

It  is  written,  "  They  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of 
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the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the 
stars,  forever  and  ever."  When  Paul  was  about  closing  his  life  of 
labor  and  suffering  for  Christ,  he  could  say,  "  I  have  fought  a  good 
fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith;  henceforth 
there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the 
righteous  Judge  shall  give  me  at  that  day ;  and  not  to  me  only,  but 
unto  all  them  also  that  love  his  appearing."  To  this  glorious  inher- 
itance, to  which  Paul  looked  forward  with  so  much  joy  and  triumph, 
every  faithful  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus  is  an  heir.  And  it  is  a 
part  of  the  arrangement  of  Divine  Providence,  to  prepare  the  heirs 
of  this  inheritance  for  its  possession  and  enjoyment,  by  sufferings 
for  Christ's  sake.  44  Whosoever  will  save  his  life  shall  lose  it,  and 
whosoever  will  lose  his  life  for  Christ's  sake  shall  find  it."  It  is 
remarkable,  how  often  suffering  in  the  cause  of  Christ  is  spoken  of 
and  alluded  to  in  the  Scriptures,  as  the  means  of  preparing  the  ser- 
vants of  God  for  what  is  before  them.  See,  in  the  following  pas- 
sages, the  connection  between  present  suffering  for  Christ's  sake, 
and  a  participation  in  his  glory.  "  But  rejoice,  inasmuch  as  ye  are 
partakers  of  Christ's  suffering ;  that,  when  his  glory  shall  be 
revealed,  ye  may  be  glad  also,  with  exceeding  joy.  If  ye  be 
reproached  for  the  name  of  Christ,  happy  are  ye  ;  for  the  spirit  of 
glory  and  of  God  resteth  upon  you."  "  The  Spirit  itself  beareth 
witness  with  our  spirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God  : .  and  if 
children,  then  heirs ;  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ,  if 
so  be  that  we  suffer  with  him,  that  we  may  be  also  glorified  together. 
For  I  reckon  that  the  sufferings  of  this  present  time  are  not  worthy 
to  be  compared  with  the  glory  which  shall  be  revealed  in  us." 
"  We  are  troubled  on  every  side,  yet  not  distressed ;  we  are  per- 
plexed, but  not  in  despair ;  persecuted,  but  not  forsaken  ;  cast  down, 
but  not  destroyed :  always  bearing  about  in  the  body  the  dying  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  that  the  life  also  of  Jesus  might  be  made  manifest 
in  our  body.  For  our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment, 
worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory." 

From  these  passages,  which  are  not  half  that  might  be  quoted  in 
support  of  the  same  truths,  it  appears  that  ministers  of  the  Gospel, 
if  they  would  reign  in  glory,  with  Christ,  "  must  through  much 
tribulation  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  And  what  is  better 
suited  to  prepare  them  for  this  exalted  state  of  happiness,  than  the 
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sufferings  through  which  they  are  now  passing  ?  How  sweet  will 
be  the  rest  of  heaven,  after  the  numerous  and  painful  labors  which 
have  exhausted  their  strength  and  worn  out  their  lives  in  this 
world !  How  delightful  to  find  themselves  the  objects  of  God's 
approbation,  and  of  the  cordial  affection  of  Christ,  and  angels,  and 
glorified  saints,  after  having  encountered  through  life,  the  opposi- 
tion, reproach  and  persecution  of  this  ungodly  world  !  With  what 
unspeakable  satisfaction  will  they  contemplate  the  entire  purification 
of  the  saints  over  whose  imperfections  they  have  so  long  mourned, 
and  see  the  sins  by  which  the  cause  of  Christ  was  here  so  often  dis- 
graced, all  so  overruled  as  to  become  instrumental  of  its  promotion  ! 
And  will  not  the  comparative  poverty  of  such  as  are  in  straitened 
circumstances  here,  render  the  rich  and  everlasting  treasures  of 
heaven  a  source  of  greater  enjoyment  ?  Besides,  when  they  shall 
be  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Saviour,  whose  crown  of  glory 
has  been  obtained  by  means  of  his  death  and  sufferings,  and  in  the 
midst  of  a  holy  throng,  who  have  come  out  of  great  tribulation,  will 
they  not  find  that  the  experience  which  they  have  had,  in  suffering 
for  Christ,  a  happy  preparation  for  the  intercourse  of  heaven  ? 

In  reflecting  upon  this  subject,  it  seems  proper  to  remark  in  the 
first  place,  1.  That  the  design  or  purpose  of  God,  that  faithful 
ministers  shall  endure  peculiar  sufferings  in  their  work,  is  no  pallia- 
tion of  the  guilt  of  those  who  are  voluntarily  instrumental  in  bring- 
ing these  upon  them.  It  was  the  design  of  God  that  Christ  should 
die  by  the  hands  of  the  Jews.  But  this  purpose  of  his,  being  per- 
fectly consistent  with  their  voluntary  action,  afforded  them  no  excuse 
for  the  atrocious  deed  which  they  committed.  "  Him  being  deliv- 
ered "  says  Peter,  "by  the  determinate  counsel  and  foreknowledge 
of  God,  ye  have  taken,  and  by  wicked  hands  have  crucified  and 
slain."  The  purpose  of  God  in  this  transaction  did  not  mitigate  the 
guilt  of  the  Jews  at  all.  Nor  does  the  fact  that  God  designs  that 
His  ministers  shall  suffer  peculiar  trials  in  their  high  vocation,  afford 
any  one  the  least  excuse  for  any  thing  which  he  may  do  to  afflict 
them.  Those  who  asperse  their  characters,  oppose  the  truths  which 
they  preach,  reject  the  offers  of  grace  which  they  propose,  withhold 
the  support  which  is  necessary  to  their  comfort  and  usefulness,  or 
treat  with  contempt  and  neglect  the  sacred  cause  in  which  they  are 
engaged,  are  just  as  criminal  for  the  suffering  which  they  occasion, 
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as  they  could  be  had  the  design  of  God  no  concern  with  these 
things. 

2.  If  it  be  the  design  of  God  that  ministers  shall  suffer  great 
trials  in  their  work,  it  becomes  young  men  seriously  to  count  the 
cost,  before  entering  upon  the  ministry.  If  they  choose  this  calling 
for  the  sake  of  an  easy  life,  or  with  a  view  to  their  popularity  in  the 
world,  or  with  the  expectation  of  getting  rich,  or  even  obtaining  an 
adequate  support,  they  will,  most  assuredly,  be  disappointed.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  peculiar  trials  await  those  who  would  faithfully 
serve  Christ,  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  let  every  one  who  contem- 
plates an  entrance  upon  this  sacred  calling,  stop  and  enquire 
whether  he  is  willing  to  give  up  all  for  Christ's  sake.  If  his  love 
to  Christ  is  such  as  to  make  it  a  pleasure  to  serve  him  in  this  calling, 
notwithstanding  its  trials,  then  let  him  enter  it.  Otherwise  let  him 
forbear.  Christ  calls  no  one  to  this  work,  who  does  not  deem  it  a 
privilege  to  suffer  for  his  sake. 

3.  If  the  trials  attendant  upon  the  Christian  ministry  are  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  purpose  of  God,  it  becomes  every  one,  who  is 
called  to  suffer  them,  to  be  submissive.  If  these  trials  were  the 
mere  work  of  wicked  men  ;  if  the  purpose  and  agency  of  God  had 
no  concern  in  them,  submission  would  not  be  the  duty  of  the  suffer- 
ers. But  as  they  all  take  place  according  to  his  wise  and  benevo- 
lent purpose,  and  under  the  control  of  his  providence  are  producing 
the  most  important  results,  it  becomes  every  minister  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  to  be  as  was  Paul,  calm,  submissive,  and  cheerful  under  them. 
Though  he  ought  to  condemn  them  so  far  as  they  are  wrong  in 
themselves,  or  the  effects  of  human  wickedness,  and  pray  and  strive 
for  their  removal,  in  submission  to  the  will  of  God  ;  yet  all  murmur- 
ings  against  the  allotments  of  Providence,  or  repinings  under  the 
severity  of  his  trials,  is  inconsistent  with  his  character  as  a  Christ- 
ian, and  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  station  in  which  God  has  placed 
him. 

4.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  ministry  is  a  work  of  suffering  and 
trial,  how  grateful  ought  those  who  have  entered  it  to  be,  that  God 
has  promised  them  his  presence.  When  the  Saviour  directed  his 
disciples  to  go  and  "  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  "  he  im- 
mediately added,  a  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of 
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the  world,"  This  promise  is  sure.  It  has  been,  and  always  will 
be  truly  fulfilled  with  respect  to  all  whom  God  has  called  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  and  given  grace  to  be  faithful  in  it.  The 
presence  of  Christ  with  his  ministers  renders  their  work,  though 
difficult  and  trying,  peculiarly  interesting  and  desirable.  Its  labors, 
numerous  and  exhausting  as  they  are,  are  made  delightful  by  the 
presence  of  Christ.  Though  the  wicked  are  opposed  to  the  Gospel, 
and  often  reproach  and  persecute  its  ministers,  yet  there  is,  in  the 
presence  of  Christ,  an  antidote  for  this  evil.  By  his  Spirit  he  often 
renders  the  word  preached  instrumental  of  subduing  the  hearts  of 
his  enemies,  and  making  them  warm  and  efficient  friends,  both  of 
himself,  and  his  ministers.  Though  faithful  ministers  have  fre- 
quently to  mourn  over  the  lukewarmness  and  backslidings  of  the 
professed  friends  of  Christ ;  yet  where  his  presence  is  enjoyed, 
backsliders  are  frequently  made  to  return,  and  their  backslidings 
are  healed.  In  the  presence  of  Christ,  his  ministers  can  enjoy 
peculiar  satisfaction,  whether  their  people  give  them  their  sympathy, 
support,  and  cooperation  or  not.  But  in  fulfilling  his  promise  to  be 
with  them,  he  often  gives  them  favor  in  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
raises  up  warm  and  efficient  friends  who  will  look  into  their  circum- 
stances, sympathize  with  them  in  their  trials,  supply  their  wants, 
and  cooperate  with  them  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  The  presence 
of  Christ  with  his  ministers  relieves  them  from  the  effects  of  their 
own  weakness.  Like  the  apostle,  they  find  that  the  strength  of 
Christ  is  made  perfect  in  their  weakness,  and  that  when  they  are 
weak  in  themselves,  they  are  strong  in  the  Lord.  They  can  do  all 
things,  which  duty  requires,  through  Christ  who  strengthens  them. 
In  his  presence  also  their  languishing  graces  are  revived.  Their 
love  becomes  more  ardent  ;  their  faith  is  strengthened  ;  and  their 
hope  renewed  and  confirmed.  In  one  word,  the  presence  of  Christ 
is  an  antidote  against  all  the  trials  of  a  minister.  It  enables  him, 
when  he  enjoys  it,  to  do  his  duty  faithfully  ;  often  gives  him  the 
desired  success  in  his  labors  ;  and  when  this  is  not  the  case,  sus- 
tains and  comforts  him  in  all  their  results.  Let  all  who  are  engaged 
in  this  arduous  and  trying  work,  be  unfeignedly  thankful  for  the 
presence  of  Christ  by  which  it  is  made  both  feasible  and  delightful. 

You,  my  beloved  brother,  who  are  to  take  the  oversight  of  this 
flock  in  the  Lord,  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  trials  and  the  com- 
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forts  of  the  Christian  ministry.  In  the  interesting  field  of  labor 
which  you  have  occupied  for  many  years  past,  you  have  experienced 
them  both.  I  have  turned  your  attention  on  this  occasion  to  these 
things,  not  to  alarm  you  with  needless  apprehension  of  future  suffer- 
ing, but  just  to  remind  you,  that  in  all  you  have  suffered  no  strange 
thing  has  happened  to  you ;  that  the  way  in  which  God  has  led  you 
is  the  way  in  which  he  blesses  his  ministers  and  increases  their  use- 
fulness. I  wish  also  to  present  before  you  an  effectual  antidote  to 
all  your  future  trials.  You  have  this  in  the  fact,  that  it  is  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  purpose  of  God  to  make  the  trials  of  ministers,  the 
means  of  their  own  improvement,  and  the  good  of  the  church. 
Though  Providence  has  now  cast  your  lot  among  a  people  noted  for 
their  strong  attachment  to  their  minister,  for  the  harmony  and  peace 
with  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  dwell  together,  for  their 
understanding  of  the  Gospel,  and  readiness  to  receive  its  distinguish- 
ing doctrines; — a  people,  of  whom  that  venerable  man,  whose 
praise  is  now  in  all  the  churches,  and  who  filled  the  pastoral  office 
here  for  more  than  fifty  years,  was  accustomed  to  speak  in  terms  of 
high  respect ;  yet  even  here  you  cannot  expect  an  exemption  from 
the  trials  peculiar  to  the  ministry.  The  venerable  patriarch  to 
whom  I  have  alluded,  was  obliged,  in  various  forms  to  encounter 
them.  But  none  of  these  things  moved  him.  He  endured  hard- 
ness as  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  God  crowned  him  with 
victory  and  honor.  We  commend  his  example  for  your  imitation. 
May  God  enable  you  to  meet  every  trial  with  a  submissive  and 
cheerful  spirit.  May  they  be  instrumental  of  manifesting  your  love 
to  Christ,  of  preparing  you  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  pure  and  elevated 
happiness  here,  and  for  a  glorious  inheritance  in  heaven. 

Brethren  and  friends  of  this  church  and  society,  we  sincerely 
rejoice  with  you  in  the  prospect  which  opens  before  you  this  day. 
God  has  given  you  another  pastor,  and  one,  wo  believe,  after  his 
own  heart.  Receive  him  as  the  gift  of  Heaven,  and  manifest  your 
gratitude  for  this  blessing  by  receiving  and  obeying  the  word  of 
God  which  he  shall  deliver  you.  If,  brethren,  your  minister  must, 
according  to  the  order  of  divine  Providence,  expect  severe  trials  in 
his  work,  it  becomes  you  to  be  particularly  cautious  that  you  do  not 
add  to  these  trials.  As  you  have  invited  him  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry  in  this  place,  it  becomes  you  to  encourage  his  heart,  and 
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strengthen  his  hands  bj  every  species  of  friendly  cooperation. 
Attend  constantly  upon  his  ministry.  Let  him  not,  after  laboring 
hard  to  prepare  sermons  suited  to  promote  your  highest  welfare,  be 
disheartened  by  the  sight  of  your  vacant  seat  in  the  sanctuary. 

Compare  the  doctrines  he  preaches  with  the  Word  of  God,'  and 
receive  and  defend  them  so  far  as  they  correspond  with  this  unerring 
standard.  Be  not  yourselves  among  the  number  who  grieve  his 
heart  by  a  contemptuous  rejection  of  the  fundamental  doctrines  of 
the  Bible. 

Accept  the  oners  of  mercy  which  in  the  name  of  his  Divine 
Master  he  shall  tender  to  you.  He  will,  unless  we  entirely  mistake 
his  character,  most  fervently  desire  your  salvation.  Do  not  then 
let  him  be  disappointed  in  that  on  which  his  heart  is  supremely  set, 
by  your  continued  impenitence  and  unbelief. 

Enforce  the  precepts  of  the  Gospel  which  he  shall  inculcate,  by 
your  influence  and  example.  There  is  no  way  in  which  you  can 
inflict  upon  him  a  greater  amount  of  suffering,  than  by  constantly 
undoing  by  your  example  and  influence,  what  he  is  attempting  to  do 
by  his  preaching. 

Let  him  be  among  you  without  carefulness.  Place  him  in  circum- 
stances to  devote  himself  wholly  to  his  work.  Be  careful  of  his 
reputation.  Be  tender  of  his  feelings.  Sympathize  with  him  in 
all  his  trials,  and  remember  him  constantly  in  your  addresses  at  the 
throne  of  divine  grace.  Let  him  ever  feel,  if  possible,  that  he  is 
surrounded  with  friends  who  take  a  deep  interest  in  his  circum- 
stances, and  seek  both  his  comfort  and  his  usefulness. 


CHARGE  TO  THE  PASTOR. 


Rev.  and  Dear  Sir  :  — 

By  the  solemn  prayer  of  consecration,  }'ou  have  now  been  set  over 
this  Church  and  people  as  their  earthly  shepherd,  to  watch  and  feed 
and  guide  them  as  immortal  beings,  in  their  journey  to  eternity. 

We  who  return  hither  from  time  to  time,  to  this  home  of  our  early 
days,  have  never  yet  ceased  to  feel  a  deep  interest,  in  the  welfare  of 
this  people.  Could  the  venerable  presence  of  our  ancient  pastor*  return 
to  the  sacred  scenes  of  this  day,  how,  in  deep  silence,  would  we  all  listen 
to  a  Charge  that  would  be  appropriate  to  one,  who  is  to  occupy  a  posi- 
tion so  important  as  yours.  But  the  echo  of  his  last  charge  has  long 
since  died  away  within  these  newly-moulded,  yet  long  consecrated  walls  ; 
and  we  the  children  of  his  people,  are  left  to  bear  the  weighty  responsi- 
bility which  this  day  brings  upon  us. 

And  now,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  here  assigned  us,  though  we 
may  not  speak  with  the  authority  of  "Paul  the  aged,"  we  may  yet 
counsel  you,  dear  brother,  by  bringing  to  your  remembrance  things 
which  you  already  know.  And,  in  the  first  place,  "  Take  heed  unto 
thyself"  Forget  not  that  your  dwelling  here  is  but  an  urn  of  clay,  and 
even  with  the  greatest  care,  will  soon  crumble  back  to  its  source.  You 
must  use  it  indeed,  yes,  use  it,  Tout  not  abuse  it ;  for  the  fearfully  made 
workmanship  of  God  demands  your  care. 

"  Study  to  shew  thyself  approved  unto  God"  Your  highest  obligation 
is  to  Him,  and  to  this  must  all  others  he  viewed  as  subordinate.  To 
be  approved  by  the  consciences  of  your  people  is  certainly  desirable  ; 
but  this  will  be,  when  in  your  work  and  conduct  you  are  approved  of 
God ;  for  God  has  not  made  the  consciences  of  men  to  decide  against 
his  own  approval. 

"  Give  attendance  to  reading  "  and  meditation,  —  to  study.  To  prepare 
yourself  for  the  public  duties  of  your  office,  without  this,  —  to  bring 
forth  things  new  as  well  as  old,  —  would  imply  the  power  of  creating 
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thoughts ;  a  work  in  which  a  finite  being  must  ever  fail.  To  those 
thoughts  already  in  store  and  well  digested,  add  daily  something  more, 
that  you  may  be  able  to  multiply  the  combinations  of  truths,  as  the 
composer  multiplies  the  harmonies  of  sweet  sounds ;  —  not  from  the  tones 
of  his  own  creation,  but  from  those  discovered  by  deep  search  and  patient 
application.  But  the  furnishing  your  own  mind  for  intellectual  labor  is 
not  all  that  God  requires  of  you  in  order  to  be  approved. 

" Be  strong  in  the  grace  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus"  Look  diligently  to 
the  cultivation  of  piety  in  your  own  heart.  Otherwise,  though  God  may 
employ  you  as  an  instrument,  even  of  good  unto  others,  it  may  be  only 
to  cast  you  off,  when  your  work  is  accomplished.  With  the  increase  of 
personal  piety,  you  will  more  readily  learn  to  "  endure  hardness,  as  a 
good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ,"  and  be  a  safer  example  to  the  believers. 
So  take  heed  to  yourself  then  in  all  things,  that  you  may  never  blush 
to  say  unto  any  of  your  people,  "  Thou  hast  fully  known  my  doctrine, 
manner  of  life,  purpose,  faith,  long-suffering,  charity  and  patience." 

By  the  proper  discharge  of  those  duties,  which  you  owe,  first  to 
yourself,  as  a  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  you  will  be  better  fitted  to 
fulfil  those  due  to  others.  And  while  you  are  yet  even  by  your  own 
fireside,  these  duties  will  commence.  For  you  well  remember,  that 
Paul  has  said,  that  a  "  Bishop  must  be  given  to  hospitality"  as  well  as 
be  "  sober,  vigilant,"  and,  6t  apt  to  teach."  Though  the  stranger  may 
sometimes  make  you  but  once  glad,  —  and  that  when  he  resumes  his 
journey,  —  though  some  may  wickedly  impose  on  the  kindness  of  your 
nature,  remember  that  it  is  better  to  suffer  wrong  than  to  do  wrong  ; 
and  if  amid  other  ills  of  life  praise  shall  sometimes  fall  upon  you,  let  it  be 
some  "  stranger  "  that  shall  "praise  thee,"  "  and  not  thine  own  lips" 

But  at  length  you  must  go  forth  to  the  public  labors  of  your  office, 
and  there  perform  the  great  work  of  your  life,  standing  between  the 
living  and  the  dead.  And  here  we  must  charge  you  especially  to  feed 
this  precious  flock  of  Christ.  Feed  them  with  that  manna  which  God 
now  preserves  in  a  more  holy  deposit,  than  the  ancient  ark  of  the 
covenant.  Go  to  the  Holy  Word,  —  gathering  on  "  every  day  except 
the  Sabbath,"  —  and  never,  never  forsake  that,  for  any  theological 
confectionary  of  these  latter  days.  Give  unto  your  people  the  bread  of 
life,  that  they  may  be  nourished  for  heaven.  Remember  that  the 
Saviour  has  a  peculiar  care  of  those  who  love  him,  and  desires  that 
they  should  feed  upon  his  word.  Some  will  require  the  "  Sincere  milk 
of  the  word,"  and  some  the  "  strong  meat :  "  and  it  is  indeed  a  solemn 
duty  that  is  imposed  on  the  earthly  shepherd,  to  feed  his  flock  according 
to  their  need. 
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If  you  are  not  an  exception  to  all  others,  seasons  may  sometimes 
come,  when  you  may  feel  for  the  moment  to  cry  out  with  some  of  other 
days,  —  "  From  whence  can  a  man  satisfy  these  with  bread  here  in  this 
wilderness  ?  "  —  but  be  not  forgetful  that  God  is  still  with  you  in  your 
holy  work,  and  a  faithful  application  of  the  few  remaining  loaves,  may 
be  blest  to  their  strengthening,  for  "  three  days  "  yet  to  come. 

Next  to  your  special  duties  to  the  Church,  cherish  a  tender  care  of  the 
feelings  and  interests  of  the  young.  In  the  charge  of  Paul  to  Timothy, 
it  is  written,  "  Let  no  man  despise  thy  youth : "  —  but  now  we  may 
rather  say,  let  no  youth  despise  thy  manhood.  Sad  and  fearful  as  is  the 
thought,  it  is  yet  doubless  true,  that  the  character  of  those  who  have 
lived  without  hope  and  without  God  in  the  world  for  forty  or  fifty  years, 
is  essentially  the  same  as  it  will  be,  when  they  die.  Some  may  be 
plucked  as  brands  from  the  burning,  but  even  these  may  perhaps  be  the 
soonest  reached,  by  some  arrows  of  truth  aimed  at  the  hearts  of  their 
own  children.  The  chief  hope  of  the  church  is  the  rising  generation  ; 
therefore  seek  to  lead  these  especially  aright,  before  the  chains  of  evil 
influence  shall  bind  them  fast  as  a  sacrifice  to  Satan.  The  affections  of 
the  young  for  their  pastor,  form  one  of  the  strongest  bonds  between  him 
and  his  people.    See  to  it  then,  that  this  band  be  not  wanting  here. 

I  have  intimated  that  the  general  character  of  the  great  body  of  the 
fathers  and  mothers  among  this  people,  is  already  formed.  Yet  the  few 
who  are  here  and  there  gathered  late  in  life,  together  with  the  command, 
"  In  the  evening  withhold  not  thy  hand,"  give  encouragement  still  to 
seek  earnestly  the  salvation  of  those  whose  sun  is  going  down.  Truth 
heard  and  rejected  for  the  ninety-ninth  time,  may  in  the  hundreth  be 
blest  to  the  awakening  of  the  aged  sinner,  that  his  soul  be  delivered 
from  death  and  a  multitude  of  sins  be  hid. 

In  the  variety  of  character  you  will  have  to  meet,  you  may  sometimes 
find  here,  as  elsewhere,  those  who  "  oppose  themselves  ;  "  —  who  have 
been  laboring  against  their  own  best  interests  for  years,  and  who  must 
be  instructed  in  great  meekness,  if  peradventure  God  would  "  Give  them 
repentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  the  truth." 

You  may  sometimes  find  those  who  view  some  particular  subject  so 
vast,  that  they  can  never  see  but  one  side,  and  have  no  conception  of 
any  other.    Bear  with  them  :  —  "  Let  your  moderation  be  known." 

You  may  find  also  some  who,  in  reference  to  subjects  of  the  very 
greatest  importance,  both  to  themselves  and  others,  will  be  found  on 
either  side  alternately  ;  —  "  ever  learning,  yet  never  able  to  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.'"  Bear  with  them ;  for  perhaps  the  grace  of 
patience  in  your  own  heart  needs  the  lesson.    God  may  make  the 
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unstable  minded  profitable  to  his  own  people.  They  may  indeed  destroy 
much  good,  but  they  may  make  you  a  better  minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  short,  among  all  the  shades  of  human  character  with  which  you 
will  have  to  do,  let  the  serpent  and  the  dove  be  mingled  in  their  proper 
proportions,  yet  not  to  the  exclusion  of  the  lion  and  the  lamb. 

Rebuke  with  authority  if  need  be ;  and  when  as  needful  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  weak  and  doubting,  be  gentle,  "  Even  as  a  nurse 
cherisheth  her  children" 

We  might  remind  you  of  your  duties  to  the  sick  and  dying,  and  the 
afflicted  ;  but  God,  my  brother,  has  already  given  you  a  better  charge 
through  your  own  experience,  than  words  could  frame.  You  have 
learned  to  stand  by  the  bed  of  sickness  and  sympathize  with  the 
afflicted ;  and  amid  such  scenes,  we  doubt  not,  that  you  have  sometimes 
meditated  on  the  hour  when  your  charge  here  below  must  be  resigned 
and  your  account  rendered  at  the  great  tribunal.  This  people  of  your 
charge,  as  a  great  "  cloud  of  witnesses,"  will  at  length  testify  to  your 
faithfulness  or  unfaithfulness  in  leading  them  toward  the  heavenly  rest. 
Ever,  then,  keep  in  view  eternity,  so  that  no  surprise  may  be  expe- 
rienced, though  death  should  overtake  you,  before  half  the  desired 
harvest  be  gathered  in.  You  may  sometimes  labor  as  others  have  done, 
"  in  weakness  and  in  fear,  and  in  much  trembling,"  and  in  the  midst  of 
prevailing  coldness  and  wickedness,  say,  "  Oh  I  that  I  had  in  the  wilder- 
ness a  lodging-place  of  way-faring  men,  that  I  might  leave  my  people 
and  go  from  them  ;  "  but,  remember,  that  it  is  but  a  little  while,  —  only 
until  death,  —  that  you  are  required  to  be  faithful,  to  receive  a  "  crown 
of  life."  And  when  this  little  while  is  past,  and  the  Chief  Shepherd 
shall  choose  your  praises  in  his  courts  above,  dropping  the  frail  tene- 
ment of  earth,  you  may  cheerfully  sing,  u  Father  of  Spirits,  lo  !  I  come ; 
I  feed  thy  flock  no  more." 


EIGHT  HAND  OF  FELLOWSHIP. 


My  Brother  :  —  From  this  hallowed  place  our  minds  revert  to  the 
love  that  Israel  bore  for  the 'Mount  of  Zion  on  which  was  reared 
the  city  of  their  God.  To  the  ministers  at  the  altar  its  very  dust 
was  dear.  The  sound  of  the  musical  name  — "  Zion,"  uttered  in 
crowded  mart  or  sequestered  vale  stirred  an  ocean  of  sacred  sympathy 
in  the  soul.  "  While  it  remained  unshaken  by  its  foes,  hope  and 
joy  reigned  in  every  bosom ;  but  when  the  feet  of  the  spoiler  trod  upon 
its  summit,  and  his  conquering  troops  swept  over  it,  a  cry  of  despair 
went  up  around  its  towers."  Thus  intensely  anxious  they  were 
watchmen  indeed. 

So  we,  ministers  of  Christ,  have  a  trust  not  less  worthy  of  a  quench- 
less love,  not  less  an  object  of  deep  solicitude  in  our  beloved  Zion, 
baptized  in  blood  and  agony.  And  we  come  to  welcome  you  to  a  new 
share  in  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  her  anxious  watchmen.  We  pledge 
you  the  fellowship  of  Christian  hearts ;  and  if  ever  in  the  ministry  of 
life,  like  ancient  Israel,  you  hang  your  harp  upon  the  willow  because 
the  spoiler  hath  trod  upon  the  blooming  heritage,  we  will  come  to  you, 
brothers  in  a  common  sorrow,  and  pour  out  our  hearts  in  strains  of 
condolence  and  love.  We  confide  in  you  as  a  faithful  minister  of 
Christ,  and  our  welcome  is  hearty  and  unfeigned. 

We  welcome  you  to  a  ministry  of  high  responsibilities.  The 
transactions  of  this  day  are  fraught  with  obligations  that  human 
language  cannot  exaggerate.  To  be  constituted  the  pastor  of  a  church, 
and  assume  in  some  degree  the  relation  of  sponsor  to  the  souls  of  men, 
is  a  responsibility  that  needs  the  heartiest  and  freest  expression  of 
Christian  sympathy  to  sustain.  As  one  feels  the  pressure  of  the  solemn 
charge, 

"  Balancing  in  the  arithmetic  of  futui-e  things 
The  loss  and  profit  of  the  soul  to  all 
Eternity," 

he  asks  that  Christian  hearts  may  rally  around  him  with  the  cheerful- 
ness of  hope  and  the  triumph  of  prayer.  In  this  high  commission  — 
this  trust  of  immortality  —  this  ministry  of  life  and  death  —  you  have 
our  confidence  and  our  hearts. 
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We  welcome  you  to  a  ministry  of  toil,  —  to  this  ample  field,  where 
some  portions  are  waiting  for  the  precious  seed,  and  others  for  the 
faithful  sickle.  Already  your  experience  has  taught  you  that  to  sow 
and  reap  will  tax  you  with  incessant  watch.  Often  when  with  the 
setting  sun  your  laboring  people  hie  themselves  to  their  homes  for  rest, 
your  day's  work  will  be  just  begun.  Upon  these  fields  already  white 
for  harvest,  your  eye  will  rest  when  others  sleep  ;  and  here,  upon  these 
heights  of  Zion,  when  other  hearts  are  moved  by  no  deep  solicitude, 
yours  will  lie  and  throb.  We  have  confidence  that  with  a  skilful  hand 
and  unwearied  toil  you  will  dress  this  ancient  vine,  anxious  that  the 
clustering  fruit  shall  meet  the  eye  of  the  Master  when  he  cometh. 

We  welcome  you  to  a  ministry  of  love.  There  is  a  communion 
of  hearts  —  a  tie  that  twines  as  a  cord  of  silver  the  spirits  of  mutual 
friends  —  better  felt  than  described.  It  unlocks  the  heart's  richest 
treasure  of  sympathy.  It  embraces  all  that  is  tender  and  delightful  in 
the  sensitive  nature,  and  all  that  is  hopeful  in  the  intercourse  of  man 
with  man.  It  lives  not  alone  when  fortune  smiles.  It  often  kindles  to 
the  most  fervid  glow  when  darkness  covers  the  pathway  of  life.  It 
ministers  like  an  angel  of  mercy  in  the  home  of  sickness.  It  condoles 
in  the  dwelling  of  sorrow.  And  it  comes  in  all  the  varied  forms  of 
adversity  to  lift  the  drooping  wing  of  hope.  In  the  existence  of  this 
sacred  sentiment  you  have  reason  as  a  minister  of  Christ  to  rejoice. 
The  relation  of  united  pastor  and  people  is  emphatically  one  of 
affection.  No  relation,  save  that  of  the  unbroken  household,  is  so 
truly  one  of  love.  And  we  come  from  our  respective  spheres  of  toil, 
where  our  hearts  will  be  so  long  as  love  shall  smile  upon  our  path,  to 
congratulate  you  upon  this  your  new  relation.  Knowing  the  affection  of 
this  people,  and  your  social  and  Christian  virtues,  we  are  confident  that 
love  will  win  you  a  welcome  to  every  home  and  every  heart.  It  will 
cheer  you  in  your  arduous  duties.  It  will  sympathize  with  you  in  your 
necessary  trials.  It  will  come  to  your  aid  in  sickness  and  in  sorrow. 
And  we,  your  ministerial  brethren,  will  add  to  the  strength  of  this 
pleasing  bond  by  pledging  to  you  our  personal  affection.  In  the 
exercise  of  this  friendly  sentiment  we  welcome  you  to  this  place 
of  prayer.  We  have  fellowship  with  you  to-day  as  a  "brother 
beloved." 

We  welcome  you  to  a  ministry  of  trials.  However  delightful  the 
field  of  a  pastor's  toil,  there  are  seasons  of  trial  incident  to  his  peculiar 
responsibilities.  They  are  trials  which  belong  to  no  other  department 
of  human  toil.  They  can  be  fully  appreciated  by  none  save  his 
brothers  in  the  same  ministry  and  the  Saviour  whose  celestial  sympathy 
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is  ever  with  him.  The  communion  of  Christian  hearts  is  especially 
needful  in  such  trials  as  these.  You  have  felt  the  power  of  this 
ministerial  friendship  and  regard.  Each  one  who  has  officiated  at  the 
altar  of  God  knows  how  pleasant  the  thought,  that,  there  are  scattered 
households  —  the  homes  of  his  brethren  in  the  sacred  calling  —  whither 
he  can  repair  in  his  trials  and  find  hearts  to  greet  him  with  familiar 
welcome.  This  is  the  fellowship  we  pledge  at  this  shrine  of  truth.  "We 
will  think  of  you  in  trial.  We  will  pray  for  you  in  trial.  We  will 
come  and  weep  with  you  in  trial.  Your  home  shall  be  ours,  and 
our  home  shall  be  yours.  A  place  in  your  heart  Ave  shall  claim,  and  a 
place  in  ours  before  God  we  promise.  Thus  will  we  strive  to  imitate 
that  immaculate  Friend,  who  in  trial  "  sticheth  closer  than  a  brother" 

We  welcome  you  to  a  ministry  of  pleasure.  With  all  its  trials,  your 
former  experience  bears  witness  that  it  has  many  delights.  The  luxury 
of  doing  good  is  the  sweetest  of  all  pleasure.    To  move  among  a  people 

—  to  bless  them  in  spiritual  things  —  to  feel  that  the  influence  of  a  godly 
example,  within  our  power  to  set,  will  permeate  the  entire  community 

—  to  cheer  and  guide  one  Christian  pilgrim  in  his  Zionward  course  — 
to  alarm  and  save  through  grace  one  deathless  soul — is  fraught  with 
joys  too  exalted  to  be  described.  Could  we  lift  the  veil,  and  look 
in  upon  that  heavenly  sight — a  ransomed  spirit  with  a  harp  of  gold 

—  a  view  of  the  pleasures  that  await  you  would  be  had.  Your  mission 
is  one  of  life  —  eternal  life,  —  to  make  this  vineyard  of  the  Lord 
blossom  as  the  rose  —  to  see  the  Tree  of  Life  put  on  the  foliage  of 
celestial  spring  and  this  people  sitting  beneath  its  spreading  branches. 
We  will  not  only  weep  with  you  when  you  weep  in  trial,  but  rejoice 
with  you  when  you  rejoice  in  Ziorfs  prosperity. 

We  welcome  you  to  a  ministry  of  consolation.  You  are  to  commune 
with  torn  and  lacerated  hearts  —  to  mingle  in  scenes  of  sorrow  where 
weeping  is  the  only  language  of  bereaved  affection.  The  finger  of 
death,  that  has  just  touched  the  forests  till  their  glories  have  departed 
is  emblematical  of  the  scene  that  will  open  to  your  view  in  the  families 
to  which  you  minister.  Like  the  leaves  just  scattered  by  autumnal 
breezes,  the  loved  ones  of  your  flock  will  pass  away.  The  aged  sire 
to  whose  hearth-stone  you  have  gone,  as  to  a  father's,  to  listen  to  the 
language  of  experience  —  the  active,  responsible,  cooperating  Christian 
in  the  bright  meridian  of  life,  and  the  smiling  infant  on  whose  brow 
you  sprinkled  water  for  the  Lord  —  all  will  pass  from  your  ministry  to 
the  land  of  spirits,  and  the  mourning  circles  which  the}'  leave  will 
bid  you  welcome  on  your  errand  of  consolation.  My  Brother,  we  will 
think  of  you  when,  like  Christ,  you  mingle  your  tears  with  your 


35 


mourning  people  for  the  loved  and  the  lost.  And  we  welcome  you  as 
especially  fitted  for  this  mission  of  consolation,  since  you  know  from 
sad  experience  the  sorrow  of  afflicted  hearts.  You  came  to  this  people 
fresh  from  a  baptism  of  tears.  You  know  the  joys  of  an  unbroken 
household.  You  know  the  pangs  that  succeed  when  death  invades  it. 
You  have  stood  by  the  bedside  of  her,  who  was  the  sharer  of  your 
earthly  lot,  and  seen  the  last  look  of  "  mortal  tenderness  and  immortal 
trust "  as  death  closed  the  painful  scene.  You  have  experienced  the 
sorrow  of  parental  love  when  the  "  child  caressed "  faded  from  your 
eye  like  a  morning  flower.  From  this  school  of  sorrow,  from  this  dis- 
cipline of  affliction,  we  welcome  you  to  the  work  of  consolation  here. 
We  welcome  you  to  the  chamber  of  sickness  and  the  house  of  the  dead 
to  pour  out  the  overflowing  sympathies  of  your  soul.  And  our  hearts 
are  with  you  as  a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief. 

We  welcome  you  to  a  ministry  of  hallowed  associations.  This  field 
of  your  toil  is  one  of  the  favored  spots,  rendered  sacred  to  the  Church 
of  Christ  by  the  consecration  of  genius  and  talent  to  the  cause  of  truth* 
The  fame  of  this  retired  place  has  gone  forth  even  to  Britain's  sea-girt 
isle  because  the  voice  of  its  early  preacher  found  listeners  on  the 
Atlantic's  other  shore.  And  even  now,  the  stranger,  whose  journeyings 
never  led  him  through  this  quiet  village,  does  not  read  its  name  on 
printed  page  or  written  sheet,  but  the  venerated  name  of  Emmons 
rushes  to  his  mind.  And  the  traveller  who  passes  yonder  rising  shaft* 
does  not  inquire  for  what  and  for  whom  it  stands.  For  long  since  he 
learned  that  from  this  rural  retreat  there  went  out  a  voice  which 
"  gave  law  to  the  ministry  of  New  England."  Tishbeh  has  yet  a  name 
among  the  places  of  sacred  history,  because  there  lived  Elijah,  and 
from  thence  escorted  by  a  shining  heraldry,  went  upward  to  the  skies. 
And  so  Franklin  has  a  name  to  live  because  of  her  preaching,  praying, 
venerable  Elijah,  the  burning  wheels  of  whose  ascending  chariot  have 
rested  on  the  everlasting  mount  of  God.  We  unite  our  congratulations 
as  we  welcome  you  to  a  field  of  Christian  labor  where  your  soul  may 
be  stirred  with  inspiring  thoughts  of  the  great  and  good.  It  is  no  ordi- 
nary privilege  to  fulfil  a  ministry  for  Christ  where  the  mention  of  a 
departed  pastor's  name  shall  throng  the  minds  of  the  people  with 
pleasant  memories.  It  is  no  small  responsibility  to  fill  a  place  where 
once  was  one  of  "the  seats  of  the  oracle."  We  sympathize  with  you 
in  these  high  responsibilities.  May  you  have  the  wisdom  and  the 
grace  of  Him  who  looks  down  from  his  throne  of  bliss  (if  the  ran- 


*  Allusion  to  the  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  Emmons. 
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somed  do  thus  look)  upon  the  transactions  of  this  day  with  more  inter- 
est than  we  all.  May  your  love  for  the  truth  be  as  fervent  as  was  his* 
May  your  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  this  church  be  like  his,  supreme. 
Like  his,  may  your  ministry  be  hopeful  and  long.  And,  as  when  he 
went  down  to  the  grave  in  the  richness  of  a  patriarch's  age,  the  men  of 
three  score  years,  whom  he  baptized  in  their  infancy,  wept  like  children 
around  his  bier,  so  may  you  descend  to  the  tomb  from  the  loving  hearts 
of  your  people. 

And  now,  my  Brother,  in  behalf  of  these  ministers  of  Christ  and 
the  churches  they  represent,  I  offer  you  this  Right  Hand  as  a  pledge 
of  Christian  fellowship  and  love.  And  more  especially  shall  this  ex- 
press the  friendly  emotions  of  my  own  heart,  and  of  the  hearts  of  a 
few  of  these  brethren,  who  have  come  from  our  respective  charges  to 
this  place  of  our  birth  —  to  this  home  of  our  youth  —  to  this  altar  of 
our  baptism  —  to  bid  you  welcome.  Here  our  infant  lips  were  taught 
to  speak  and  our  infant  hearts  to  love.  In  childhood's  early  years  we 
were  led  to  this  temple  of  God.  Here  the  first  lessons  of  divine  in- 
struction impressed  our  hearts ;  and  here  at  this  shrine  of  truth  we 
gave  ourselves  to  Christ  in  the  bonds  of  the  everlasting  Covenant. 
Here  are  all  the  associations  of  early  life,  and  here  is  yet  the  home  of 
our  loved  ones  in  the  flesh.  Our  fathers  and  mothers,  our  brothers  and 
sisters,  our  relatives  and  friends,  will  be  subjects  of  your  ministering. 
Your  voice  in  faithful  warning  and  solemn  prayer  will  be  heard  within 
those  dwellings  that  are  still  more  sacred  in  our  view  than  any  other 
human  habitations.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  our  personal  feelings  are 
deeply  concerned  in  these  solemn  rites.  We  promise,  Brother,  that 
our  prayers  shall  rise  for  Heaven's  best  blessing  to  rest  upon  your 
labors.  We  will  think  of  you  when  you  minister  to  our  families  in 
holy  things.  We  will  bless  you  in  all  your  endeavors  to  bless  them. 
We  will  draw  the  bond  of  endearment  closer  still  when  with  a  heart  of 
tenderness  and  words  of  sympathy  you  cheer  them  in  adverse  hours. 
And  when  death  shall  remove  them  from  our  circles,  and  we  are  sum- 
moned home  to  follow  them  to  the  grave,  you  shall  be  our  minister  of 
consolation  as  well  as  theirs.  And  if  in  your  faithful  toil  you  lead  any 
of  them  who  are  now  sinners  to  the  Cross  of  Christ,  so  that  we  shall 
meet  them  to  part  no  more,  in  the  kingdom  of  God  above,  our  gratitude 
and  fellowship  there  shall  be  such  as  only  the  language  of  that  better^ 
brighter  world,  can  express. 


ADDRESS  TO  THE  PEOPLE. 


Christian  Brethren,  and  Respected  Friends:  — 
The  heavy  duties  and  responsibilities  which  you  have  just  heard 
rolled  upon  the  candidate  to  the  pastoral  office  in  this  church,  rest  not 
upon  him  alone.  They  induce  duties  and  responsibilities  equally 
heavy  upon  the  people  of  whom  he  is  now  made  the  minister.  At  his 
request,  and  with  the  sanction  of  this  council,  I  am  selected  to  address 
you  upon  these  your  duties. 

I  need  not  say  I  have  consented  with  diffidence,  on  account  of 
my  having  been  formerly  of  you,  and  from  a  feeling  that  such  an 
address  is  well  nigh  a  work  of  supererogation.  For  a  people  taught 
the  Gospel,  as  you  have  been  taught,  for  more  than  a  century,  may  be 
presumed  to  know  its  duties  too  well  to  require  a  special  exhibition 
of  them. 

It  remains  for  me,  however,  to  speak  right  on,  as  if  a  perfect  stranger 
to  your  affairs,  and  trust  to  your  sagacity  to  distinguish  the  applicable 
from  the  inapplicable,  and  to  your  honesty  to  apply  whatever  may 
be  appropriate. 

The  whole  field  of  your  duty  in  the  present  subject  may  be  inclosed 
in  a  single  proposition.  Remember  that  your  pastor  is  both  the 
commissioned  ambassador  of  Jesus  Christ  and  also  a  man. 

It  is  no  infrequent  impression  that  a  minister  is  destitute  of  the  common 
humanity,  —  a  kind  of  expensive  necessity  for  keeping  Sunday's  in  a 
proper  manner,  —  and  a  standing  subject  for  universal,  unmitigated 
scrutiny  and  criticism  all  the  time ;  —  whose  function  is  to  execute 
that  notoriously  difficult  feat  of  pleasing  every  body  and  himself  too. 
But  the  minister  of  the  Gospel  may  say,  as  Paul  to  the  men  of  Lystra, 
"  we  are  men  of  like  passions  with  yourself,"  both  when  his  people 
would  offer  sacrifice  unto  him  as  a  God,  and  when  they  would  stone 
him  and  drag  him  out  of  the  city  as  dead. 

Ordination  in  our  Congregational  churches,  is  no  such  powerful 
sacrament  as  to  spiritualize  away  from  the  candidate  all  that  pertains 
to  his  humanity.    While  it  makes  him  the  fully  commissioned  ambassa- 
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dor  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  leaves  him  still  a  man,  with  all  the  faculties  and 
feelings  of  a  man  as  before.  A  remembrance  of  this  fact  in  all  its 
practical  applications,  includes  all  the  main  points  of  a  church's  duty  to 
their  pastor. 

Guided  by  this  principle,  I  observe, 

I.  Remember  that,  as  he  who  is  this  day  commissioned  as  the 
ambassador  of  Christ  to  you- ward  is  a  man ;  he  possesses  a  physical 
body.  Through  it  he  is  sensible  of  hunger,  shivers  at  cold,  and  aches 
by  over  exertion.  And  he  must  feed  it,  clothe  it,  house,  and  tend  it,  as 
other  bodies  are  treated.  To  supply  all  its  wants,  your  pastor  has  no 
resource  but  his  stated  salary.  For  the  race  of  ravens  that  fed  the 
prophet  has  become  extinct,  and  the  power  which  multiplied  the 
widow's  oil  and  meal,  and  the  lad's  loaves  and  fishes  has  been 
withdrawn. 

The  nature  of  the  clerical  profession  cuts  off  the  pastor  from  buying 
and  selling  and  getting  gain.  If  the  Lord  inserts  a  few  more  potatoes 
than  he  needs  in  each  hill  in  his  garden,  the  world  will  look  askance 
at  him  if  he  try  to  sell  them,  as  mistaking  the  harvest  he  is  sent  to 
reap.  He  has  no  resource,  then,  but  to  depend  upon  his  people? 
and  "even  so  hath  the  Lord  ordained,  that  they  which  preach  the 
Gospel,  should  live  of  the  Gospel.'' 

But  to  "  live  of  the  Gospel "  is  not  to  exist  in  such  penurious  style  as 
to  shame  the  people  of  their  minister's  appearance,  and  belie  one 
half  of  the  declaration  that  "  godliness  hath  the  promise  of  the 
life  that  now  is  and  of  that  which  is  to  come."  A  people  justly 
expect  their  pastor  to  appear  daily  becoming  his  hallowed  work, 
—  to  bring  from  his  library  into  the  pulpit  "  things  new  and  old,"  —  to 
set  them  an  example  of  generosity  to  benevolent  objects,  —  to  appear 
abroad  wherever  they  require  to  be  represented  and  to  use  hospitality 
without  grudging.  But  they  must  furnish  the  means  to  meet  all  these 
costly  expectations.  They  expect  to  enjoy  the  whole  time  and  undiverted 
energy  of  their  pastor,  and  rightly.  But,  one  thing  can  most  seriously 
distract  his  attention,  and  engross  his  thoughts ;  viz :  his  painful 
ponderings  how  he  can  make  one  dollar  do  the  work  of  two.  If  you  let 
him  exemplify  the  Saviour's  teachings  — "  take  no  thought  for  the 
morrow,"  —  by  your  taking  that  thought  for  him,  you  will  discover 
in  his  unbroken  engagedness,  how  much  you  have  gained. 

The  expenses  of  living  in  our  various  parishes  have  been  most 
carefully  calculated  from  experiments  repeated  for  two  centuries;  and  by 
this  time,  the  lowest  sum  on  which  a  minister  can  live  and  make  his  ends 
meet  has  been  shrewdly  fixed,  and  voted  to  be  his  salary.    To  this 
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minimum  add  generously  as  individuals,  for  an  infirm  old  age,  if  death 
prevent  not,  certainly  coming  to  your  pastor,  here  or  elsewhere,  when 
his  scanty  income  will  be  cut  off.  Prevent  it  now,  that  he  be  not  then 
like  many  of  his  elder  brethren  who  have  spent  their  lives  for  the 
eternal  good  of  others  ;  and  who  have  laid  up  no  treasures  for  themselves, 
except  in  heaven,  where  doubtless  the  aged,  dismissed  pastor,  no  longer 
wanted  on  earth,  often  longs  to  be  with  them  who  once  loved  to 
minister  unto  him. 

Substantial  tokens  of  individual  rememberance  are  worth  double 
what  they  cost  to  the  giver ;  for,  "  according  to  the  saying  of  our 
Lord,"  the  giver  receives  more  than  half  of  the  blessedness  of  the 
donation.  And  the  regard  of  a  people,  thus  tangibly  indicated  and 
demonstrated,  is  doubly  enheartening  to  the  pastor,  as  I  happily  know 
from  repeated  experiments. 

But  in  such  a  matter  a  people  should  begin  as  they  can  hold  out, 
lest  the  recipient  be  tempted  to  infer  that  he  is  losing  the  esteem  of 
his  flock  with  the  decrease  of  such  expressions  of  regard  lavished  upon 
him  in  the  beginning. 

I  need  not  exhort  you  to  punctuality  in  paying  your  ministerial 
dues,  for  it  has  been  your  commendation,  that  your  minister  could 
count  upon  the  annual  visit  of  the  Treasurer  as  exactly  as  upon  the 
return  of  his  ordination  anniversary. 

The  minister's  body  must  conform  to  physical  laws,  and  therefore 
it  can  be  in  but  one  place  at  a  time. 

Some  are  so  unjustly  exacting  as  to  demand  of  their  minister  a 
species  of  ubiquity.  They  complain  if  he  be  not  daily  perambulating  the 
parish,  and  they  compiain  if  he  do  not  weekly  delight  them  with  two 
original,  elaborate  discourses,  weekly  lectures,  and  conferences  profusely 
intermingled.  But  it  is  a  plain  axiom  that  a  minister  cannot  visit 
much  and  also  be  in  his  study  much.  For  his  week  embraces  no  more 
and  no  longer  days  than  other  mens'  weeks.  The  Sabbath  is  his  day 
of  days,  to  which  the  other  six  are  servants ;  and  the  preparations  for 
this  day  will  exact  so  much  time  as  to  leave  but  fragments  which  belong 
to  the  sick  and  the  afflicted.  The  earnest  pastor  will  have  no  time 
for  mere  social  visits,  where  his  Master's  work  may  not  receive 
some  entertainment  and  furtherance. 

Expect  that  your  pastor's  material  part  will  sometimes  weaken  the 
vigor  and  elasticity  of  his  intellectual  and  spiritual  part. 

Many  a  head-ache  clouds  his  thoughts  and  reduces  his  animation, 
when  every  word  sends  a  twinge  of  pain  through  his  system.  But  let 
the  tone  of  his  nerves  be  what  it  may,  his  work  must  be  done ;  —  in 
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weariness  often,  when  the  spirit  is  willing  but  the  flesh  is  weak.  You 
may  think  at  such  times  you  could  write  a  better  sermon  yourself. 
Write  it,  by  all  means.  Your  minister  will  be  glad  to  borrow  it  for 
his  own  encouragement. 

IT.  But  I  am  driven  to  exhort  you  to  remember  that  your  pastor 
possesses  human  sympathies. 

They  are  all  the  more  sensitive  —  from  the  nature  of  his  avocation. 
He  advocates  the  eternal  interests  of  men,  and  knows  himself  to  be 
unto  his  people  "  a  savor  of  life  unto  life,  or  of  death  unto  death."  His 
soul,  therefore,  vibrates  with  every  indication  of  feeling  amongst  them. 
"  Esteem  him,  therefore,  very  highly  in  love  for  his  work's  sake." 

When  he  calls  at  your  houses,  do  not  secrete  yourselves  in  fear,  nor 
receive  him  as  an  unwelcome  guest,  whose  call  cannot  be  too  short  ; 
neither  think  you  will  entertain  him  by  an  epitome  of  the  last  month's 
gossip,  nor  yet  cheer  him  the  first  half  of  his  interview  by  berating  him 
for  not  coming  sooner,  and  the  last  half  by  teasing  him  to  come  again 
immediately.  A  reception,  in  either  ease,  which  he  will  enjoy  in 
anticipation  as  long  as  possible.  But  show,  by  your  frank  and  generous 
reception,  that  you  enjoy  his  company  and  appreciate  his  errand. 
Second  his  efforts  to  introduce  religious  conversation,  and,  especially 
let  him  not  leave  your  door  without  an  invitation  from  you  to  pray 
with  you  and  your  family.  Gather  your  group  together  and  make  first 
the  proposition  to  him  to  minister  at  your  domestic  altar.  And  when 
he  is  gone,  commend  him  to  your  children.  Gain  their  confidence  for 
him.  Utter  no  counteracting  criticisms  upon  him  in  their  hearing,  but 
inculcate  by  precept  and  example,  deep  respect  for  the  incumbent  of 
the  pastoral  office.  He  is  the  under  Shepherd  of  the  lambs  as  well  as 
of  the  sheep.  And  the  impressions  you  give  them  of  him,  may  decide, 
the  character  of  their  eternal  destiny. 

Respect  for  a  Christian  ministry  is  not  one  of  the  virtues  of  this 
progressive  age.  In  this  congregation  where,  I  well  remember,  that 
respect  was  once  so  deep,  —  here  let  it  linger  and  flourish  to  the  last. 
Remember  what  our  Lord  said  to  the  first  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  — 
"  he  that  receiveth  you  receiveth  me  ; "  and  give  your  pastor  a  cordial 
and  frank  reception. 

Avoid  hypocrisy.  Pretend  not  to  friendship  only  to  abuse  his 
confidence.  Resort  not  to  him  with  your  "doubtful  disputations," 
merely  to  secure  the  influence  of  his  opinion,  entrapped  to  commit 
himself  for  your  secret  purposes.  But  seek  him  for  honest  information 
to  be  pondered  afterwards,  and  adopted  if  true. 

It  is  not  open,  honest  enemies  that  embitter  a  minister's  soul  and 
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at  length  send  hiui  away  ;  but  it  is  over-ardent,  injudicious  friends, 
who  make  for  him  a  breast-work,  behind  which  they  light  their  own 
battles,  while  the  rampart  is  demolished  in  the  cannonading. 

The  Gospel  minister  loves  to  welcome  to  his  study  the  convicted 
Philippian  and  the  inquiring  Nicodemus,  but  he  has  no  pleasure  in 
being  made  a  receptacle  of  all  the  tales  which  may  be  afloat  in  the 
the  community.  His  spirit  is  most  with  those  who  humbly  strive 
to  exemplify  the  precepts  of  the  Gospel,  and  least  with  those  who 
violate  them  in  reporting  the  short  comings  of  others. 

III.  E-emember  that  your  pastor  claims  no  exception  from  human 
imperfections. 

Expect  not,  therefore,  that  his  every  word  and  act  will  be  unexcep- 
tionable and  all  his  measures  above  criticism.  And  when  you  find 
occasion  for  difference  of  opinion,  "  do  not  as  the  hypocrites,  who  sound 
a  trumpet  before  them,"  to  tell  the  world  that  you  have  discovered  the 
minister  to  be  an  erring  mortal.  But  "  go  and  tell  him  his  fault 
between  him  and  thee  alone."  So  shalt  thou  gain  him  and  disappoint  the 
hungry  race  who  eat  up  the  sins  of  God's  people  as  they  eat  bread,  and 
to  whom  a  minister's  failings  are  most  savory  morsels. 

A  minister's  reputation  is  one  of  the  main  sinews  of  his  moral  power. 
And  no  man  who  wishes  the  Gospel  to  prosper  from  his  lips  will 
knowingly  do  any  thing  to  weaken  the  strength  of  that  sinew.  He 
will  not  subject  every  word  and  act  to  a  sharpened  inspection  with 
magnifiers  of  high  power,  as  if  he  loved  to  find  imperfections.  No, 
but  he  will  think  of  his  own  heritage  in  the  common  frailties,  and  will 
exercise  a  spirit  of  self-diffidence  and  considerate  charity,  and  will 
ponder  much  upon  the  scrutinies  of  that  day  when  "  every  mouth 
shall  be  stopped." 

IV.  Remember,  that  your  pastor  is  not  only  a  man  of  human  abili- 
ties, sympathies,  and  infirmities,  but  that  he  is  also  the  ambassador  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  this  people. 

His  great  business  here  is  not  only  to  commend  and  exhibit  the 
duties  and  delights  of  religion  in  your  families,  but  also,  and  chiefly, 
to  preach  the  Gospel  every  Sabbath,  in  this  sanctuary.  For  this 
purpose  you  have  employed  him,  and  to  induct  him  into  this  office  this 
council  has  been  summoned.  You  cannot  hear  without  a  preacher. 
It  is  equally  true  that  he  cannot  preach  without  hearers. 

"  Forsake  not,  then,  the  assembling  of  yourselves  together,  as  the 
manner  of  some  is."  For,  will  you  put  it  out  of  your  preacher's 
power  to  do  the  work  to  which  you  have  especially  called  him  ?  Shall 
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a  lowering  sky  or  a  nipping  blast  excuse  you  from  a  place  of  meeting, 
which  will  not  excuse  him  ?  No.  The  duty  to  hear  and  the  duty  to 
preach  are  reciprocal,  and  equally  obligatory. 

It  is  your  duty  to  be  constant  hearers ;  and  that,  too,  not  from 
novelty ;  not  from  impulse  or  habit ;  not  from  mere  liking  to  the 
preacher ;  but  from  principle  ;  from  devout  regard  to  an  ordinance  of 
God.  Here  is  your  post  of  duty  every  Sabbath,  unless  God 
providentially  forbid.  Whoever  else  may  preach,  and  wherever  else, 
here,  alone,  is  your  place  of  solemn  assembly.  And  far  distant  be  the 
day  when  another  place  of  worship  shall  be  opened  in  this  town,  —  a 
marvel,  in  these  days  of  schism,  for  having  but  a  single  meeting-house, 
—  except,  I  should  add,  to  meet  the  wants  of  an  over  crowded 
congregation.    Finally,  my  brethren,  "  take  heed  how  ye  hear." 

Believe  not  what  your  minister  says,  simply  because  he  says  it. 
But  "  to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony"  compare  his  weekly  message, 
impartially,  and  prayerfully,  that  your  faith  may  stand,  "  not  in  words 
which  man's  wisdom  teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth, 
comparing  spiritual  things  with  spiritual." 

Need  I  exhort  you  to  be  wakeful  hearers?  Need  I  tell  you  that 
nothing  so  disheartens  the  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  as  a  congregation 
involuntarily  and  unconsciously  nodding  assent  to  words  they  neither 
hear  nor  understand  ?  Let  the  preacher  be  silent,  and  let  the  choir 
sing  gentle  lullabies,  if  the  object  be  to  turn  the  house  of  God  into  a 
dormitory !  It  is  often  complained,  how  dull  and  prosy  the  preacher 
is,  upon  the  over-heated  Sabbath  afternoons,  when  he  has  only  barely 
escaped  the  infection  steaming  up  with  a  vitiated  air  from  the  sleepers 
before  him! 

Remember  that  the  preacher  comes  to  speak  to  you  of  "  things  not 
seen,  and  eternal,"  in  the  midst  of  which  you  will  soon  be,  and  awake 
enough  ;  and  let  it  ever  sharpen  your  attention,  and  excite  the  inward 
prayer  that  you  may  hear  as  those  who  must  give  accouut. 

The  Great  Teacher  of  the  Gospel  is  now  ascended  up  on  high,  and  is 
the  Lord  of  Glory.  He  gave  pastors  and  teachers  "for  the  perfecting 
of  the  church,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry."  For  more  than  a  century 
He  has  sent  His  ambassadors  to  you.  To-day  another  receives  his 
commission.  He  "  seeks  not  your's  but  you."  He  is  to  know  nothing 
among  you  save  "Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified."  He  comes  to  set 
before  you  "  life,  and  good,  and  death,  and  evil,"  —  to  press  the  choice 
upon  you,  on  the  Sabbath,  and  during  the  week,  —  in  the  pulpit,  and  in 
your  families,  —  at  the  bedside  of  your  sick,  and  over  the  graves  of 
your  dead.    Forget  the  un worthiness  of  the  man,  in  the  importance  of 
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his  mission.  Remember  that  for  every  invitation  and  every  warning 
he  puts  in  your  way,  you  must  give  an  account. 

Solemn  will  be  the  meeting  in  that  day  when  this  signally  favored 
people  must  confront  the  long  line  of  faithful  pastors,  sent  to  them  by 
the  Great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  to  lead  them  into  the  pastures  of 
peace !  Think  you  now,  by  anticipation,  "  How  will  ye  escape,  if  ye 
neglect  so  great  salvation  ? " 


The  following  original  hymns  were  sung  on  the  occasion 


I.       BY  REV.   W.  M.  THAYER. 

Our  hearts  pour  out  from  censers  full 
An  off 'ring  to  this  winging  hour, 

As  memories,  bright  with  sacred  joy, 

Come  thronging  round  this  old  watch-tower. 

Here  battles  have  been  fought  for  truth; 

Here  fadeless  garlands  have  been  won ; 
Here  wreary  pilgrims  have  gone  down 

To  death,  with  work  of  life  "  well-done." 

Here  harvest  have  been  garnered  long, 
As  lives  have  flown  like  autumn  leaves ; 

And  shining  angels  round  the  throne 
Rejoiced  to  count  the  golden  sheaves. 

To  Zion's  throng  a  favored  spot ! 

For  here  her  ancient  worthy  trod, 
And  left  his  name  on  hearts  of  men, 

His  impress  on  this  Church  of  God. 

Then  bless  these  sacred  moments,  Lord  ! 

That  give  a  Shepherd  to  this  flock ; 
And  keep  Thy  people,  as  Thou  hast 

Before,  upon  the  moveless  Rock. 
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Long  may  this  happy  union  last, 

And  love  each  faithful  heart  entwine ! 

To  cheer  Thy  servant  in  his  work,  — 
To  dress  for  Thee  this  ancient  vine. 


II.     BY.  MRS.  I-  DEAN. 

Here,  all  around  on  Zion's  ground, 

Soldiers  of  God,  your  tents  are  spread ; 

Ye  rest  from  toil,  with  holy  oil, 
Anew  to  crown  a  leader's  head. 

Where  Emmons  stood,  before  his  God 

Anointed  for  this  calling  high, 
What  glory  here,  may  now  appear, 

While  angels  wonder  from  the  sky. 

A  mission  great,  to  reinstate 

Lost  rebels  to  their  sovereign  king, 

Whisper  of  rest  to  mourners  breast, 
And  bid  the  lambs  Hosannas  sing. 

Soldiers,  arise !  the  foe  surprise  ! 

With  leader  onward  march  again  — 
The  Gospel  ray,  like  "cloud  by  day, 

And  fire  by  night,"  shall  guide  your  train. 

Who  can  describe  the  ceaseless  tide 
Of  care,  that  fills  a  leader's  heart  ? 

With  armor,  prayer  sustain,  and  share 
In  all  his  woes  a  tender  part. 

To  conflict  haste,  o'er  Earth's  wide  waste, 
To  conflict  heavenly  hosts  reply* — 

No  thornless  road,  till,  safe  with  God, 
Pastor  and  people  rest  on  high. 
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